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SOA FACT SHEET
The SOA, established in December 1977 is a fraternal veteran’s organization of past and 
present American and Allied military personnel who have conducted special operations in 
a combat environment.  The group includes veterans from World War II, Korea, Vietnam, 
3DQDPD��*UHQDGD��WKH�%DONDQV��6RPDOLD�DV�ZHOO�DV�WKRVH�IURP�RXU�PRVW�UHFHQW�FRQÀLFWV�
in Afghanistan and Iraq.  Membership is limited to Free World forces who supported, 
or personally participated in missions deep inside hostile territory in a combat capacity.

For the most part, the SOA is composed of U.S. Army Special Forces personnel but, also 
includes USAF Air Commandos/FAC’s, Navy Seals, Special Operations Aviators, Marine 
Raider, and Force Recon personnel and veterans of other elite military organizations who 
were an integral part of Special Operations. 

7KH�VSHFL¿F�DQG�SULPDU\�SXUSRVHV�RI�WKH�62$�DUH�

a. To unite fraternally all veterans who have or are now conducting or
VXSSRUWLQJ�FODVVL¿HG�³6SHFLDO�2SHUDWLRQV´�GHHS�LQ�KRVWLOH�HQHP\�WHUULWRU\�RU�KDYH�EHHQ�
assigned to military units which conducted such operations; and,

E�� 7R�SHUSHWXDWH�WKH�6SHFLDO�2SHUDWLRQV�³HVSULW�GH�FRUSV´��DQG�

F�� 7R�FRPPHPRUDWH�¿WWLQJO\�WKH�PHPRU\�RI�WKRVH�ZKR�KDYH�JLYHQ�WKHLU�OLYHV��LQ�GH-
fense of the Free World and to those who served in Special Operations units and are still 
unaccounted for as POW/MIA through the management of the SOA George C. Morton 
Memorial Scholarship Grant Fund.  Since 1983, over $596,500 has been awarded, or 
committed thus far to 157 deserving young scholars.

The Special Operations Association is recognized by the Department of Defense and by 
WKH�,56�DV�D�QRQ�SUR¿W�YHWHUDQV�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�������F��������RSHUDWLQJ�RQ�WD[�GHGXFWLEOH�
GRQDWLRQV���(,1�����������������$QQXDO�PHPEHUVKLS�GXHV�DUH�����8�6���/LIHWLPH�PHP-
EHUVKLS�IHH�LV������8�6�����\HDUV�RU�RYHU��/LIHWLPH�IHHV�DUH�������8�6����7KH�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�
has no meetings other than its annual reunion.  The primary organizational correspon-
GHQFH�LV�WKH�3UH�5HXQLRQ�3DFNHW��353���DQG�WKH�6SHFLDO�2SHUDWLRQV�$VVRFLDWLRQ�5HXQLRQ�
$IWHU�$FWLRQ�5HSRUW���62$5�$$5��

7KH�62$�ZLOO�FRQGXFW�LWV���VW�DQQXDO�UHXQLRQ��62$5�;/,��LQ�/DV�9HJDV��1HYDGD�DW�WKH�
2UOHDQV�+RWHO�DQG�&DVLQR�GXULQJ�WKH�SHULRG�������2FWREHU��������:H�DQWLFLSDWH�LQ�H[FHVV�
of 650 members and guests.

5HYLVHG�����2FWREHU�����
:(%�6,7(���ZZZ�VSHFLDORSHUDWLRQV�RUJ
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SECRET GREEN BERET COMMANDOS IN CAMBODIA 
A Memorial History of MACV-SOG Command and Control 

Detachment South (CCS), And Its Air Partners, Republic of Vietnam, 
1967-1972 

LTC Fred S. Lindsey, USA (Ret) 
 

About the Book 
We could call this book “special operations Recon Mission Impossible.” A 
small group of highly trained, resourceful US Special Forces (SF) men is 
asked to go in teams behind the enemy lines to gather intelligence on the 
North Vietnamese Army units that had infiltrated through Laos and 
Cambodia down the Ho Chi Minh trails to their secret bases inside the 
Cambodian border west of South Vietnam. The covert reconnaissance 
teams, of only two or three SF men with four or five experienced 
indigenous mercenaries each, were tasked to go into enemy target areas 
by foot or helicopter insertion. They could be l5 kilometers beyond any 
other friendly forces, with no artillery support. In sterile uniforms - with 
no insignia or identification, if they were killed or captured, their 
government would deny their military connection. The enemy had 
placed a price on their heads and had spies in their Top Secret 
headquarters known as SOG. 
 
SOG had three identical recon ground units along the border areas. This 
book tells the history of Command and Control Detachment South (CCS). 
The CCS volunteer warriors and its Air Partners- the Army and Air Force 
helicopter transport and gunship crews who lived and fought together 
and sometimes died together. This is the first published history of CCS as 
compiled by its last living commander some forty years after they were 

disbanded. It tells of the struggles and intrigue involved in SOG’s development as the modern- day legacy of our modern 
Special Operations Commands. Forbidden to tell of their experiences for over twenty years; their After Action Reports 
destroyed even before they were declassified surviving veterans team together to tell how Recon men wounded averaged 
100 percent; and SOG became the most highly decorated unit in Vietnam and all were awarded the Presidential Unit 
Citation. 
 

About the Author 
Lieutenant Colonel Lindsey enlisted in the Army in l948, attaining the rank of Corporal. He was accepted in to and 
graduated from the US Military Academy at West Point in 1954 as a 2nd LT of Infantry. After Infantry School, he qualified 
as a Master Parachutist and as a Ranger.  He served in various leadership and staff positions in the 11th Abn Div, the 82nd 
Abn Div and the 101st Abn Div. In his first Vietnam combat tour he was MACV G-3 Air Liaison Officer for the 35th Tactical 
Fighter Wing and flew 50 backseat missions, primarily in F-l00s.  Then he went to 1st Brigade of 101st Abn Div as Asst 
Ops Officer and then Ops and Exec Officer of the 2/327Abn Inf Bn. On his second Vietnam tour, he was Cmdr of 2/8th Cav 
Bn of 1st Cav Div. Next he was Deputy Cmdr of OP-35 in MACV-SOG and then was Cmdr of Command and Control 
Detachment South (CCS) from January-July 1970. He is the last living Cmdr of CCS. His advance schooling included the 
USMA Preparatory School, a Masters degree at Indiana University, and the Command and General Staff College. He retired 
after 20 years from the Army in August 1972. His civilian career positions included Exec VP of an architectural and 
engineering firm; and president of an “Alternative Energy” firm building a Gasohol plant. He served for 12 years in the 
Indiana Department of Commerce as Program Manager for High Technology Development. His military awards include 
two Legion of Merit, two Bronze Stars, six Air Medals and the Combat Infantry Badge.  Civilian awards are as a Kentucky 
Colonel and a Sagamore of the Wabash. He is active in local service and veterans’ organizations in Carmel, IN, where he 
has lived with his family since 1973. 
 
 
 
Published by AuthorHouse Novemenber 2012; 742 pages; ISBN Paperback (978-1-4772-7308-1), EBook (978-1-4772-
7307-4; Available autographed directly from Fred Lindsey f_elind@iquest.net, or unsigned from Amazon.com. ©2012 
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OXU���WK�DQQLYHUVDU\�ZDV�D�JUHDW�KLW��
Once again, we came together to meet 
old friends and make new ones as we 

have been doing now for forty years. We had 
a great crowd and for the twelfth consecutive 
year, the Orleans Hotel provided superb 
hospitality, featuring new restaurants and a 
superb banquet for all of our SOA members 
and guests to enjoy.

Our banquet program opened with a 
dramatic and patriotic presentation of 
the history of the Star Spangled Banner, 

performed by our own SOA member, Keith McKim, who received a standing ovation with 
many teary eyed audience members.  Our Banquet guest speaker, CSM Shane Shorter, 
active duty Command Sergeant Major, 1st Special Forces Group headquartered at Joint 
%DVH�0F&RUG��:DVKLQJWRQ��VKDUHG�KLV�LQVLJKWV�DQG�H[SHULHQFH�LQ�6SHFLDO�2SHUDWLRQV�DQG�
informed our enthusiastic crowd. 
(QWHUWDLQPHQW�&KDLU��-RKQ�5XVVHOO��KDG�D�VROG�RXW�FURZG�IRU�WKH�*UDQG�&DQ\RQ�H[FXUVLRQ��

where trip members were able to walk out on the famous Grand Canyon Skywalk and gaze 
VWUDLJKW�GRZQ�WR�WKH�FDQ\RQ�ÀRRU�������IHHW�EHORZ��$Q�ROG�IDVKLRQHG�EDUEHTXH�KHOG�DW�WKH�
%RQQLH�6SULQJV�5DQFK�LQ�/DV�9HJDV�ZDV�HQMR\HG�E\�WULS�PHPEHUV��2XU�UHJLVWUDWLRQ�SURFHVV�
ZDV�VLPSOL¿HG�WKLV�\HDU�ZLWK�DQ�RQOLQH�UHJLVWUDWLRQ�ZHESDJH�IHDWXULQJ�URRP�UHVHUYDWLRQV��
SOAR registration and entertainment options all in one convenient spot. This feature will 
EH�DYDLODEOH�QH[W�\HDU�DV�ZHOO�
)RXUWHHQ�62$�PHPEHUV�ZHUH�SUHVHQW�WR�UHFHLYH�WKHLU����\HDU�SLQV��%H�VXUH�DQG�ORRN�

at the pictures and names of our recipients. We have one member who has not missed a 
SOAR. Can you guess who that person is?
7KH�32:�0,$�PHHWLQJ��ZKLFK�ZDV�JLYHQ�DQ�H[SDQGHG�WLPH�VORW��LQFOXGHG�SUHVHQWDWLRQV�

IURP� 0UV�� )HUQ� :LQEXVK�� $FWLQJ� '3$$� 'LUHFWRU�DQG� $QQ� 0LOOV�*UL̇WKV�� &(2� DQG�
&KDLUPDQ�RI�WKH�%RDUG�RI�WKH�1DWLRQDO�/HDJXH�RI�32:�0,$�IDPLOLHV��-XGL�%R\HU�%RXFKDUG��
sister of recently returned SOG MIA MSG, Alan Boyer, also gave a talk. Be sure to read the 
H[FHOOHQW�UHSRUW�IURP�&RPPLWWHH�&KDLU��0LNH�7D\ORU�

Our spirit tasting classes sponsored by Beam Suntory were fun and educational for all 
of us who attended. These free classes were made possible by members, Tony Bandiera 
ZLWK�%LOO�:HUWKHU��DVVLVWLQJ���(DFK�\HDU��%HDP�6XQWRU\�VHQGV�KLJKO\�WUDLQHG�SURIHVVLRQDOV�
WR�HGXFDWH�RXU�PHPEHUV�RQ�WKHLU�GL̆HUHQW�VSLULW�EUDQGV���
7KH�6SHFLDO�2SHUDWLRQV�$VVRFLDWLRQ�)RXQGDWLRQ� �62$)��GLVWULEXWHG��������ZRUWK� RI�

$50.00 gasoline cards to the First Special Forces Group in Washington State and $1,000 
RI�WKHVH�FDUGV�WR�WKH��WK�6)*�DW�)RUW�&DPSEHOO��7KH�SXUSRVH�RI�WKHVH�FDUGV�DUH�IRU�63(&�
OPS troops to supplement gasoline funds used to travel to hospitals and clinics as they 
UHFRYHU�IURP�WKHLU�ZRXQGV���62$)�KDV�DOVR�YRWHG�WR�¿QDQFLDOO\�VXSSRUW�WKH�2$6,6�JURXS�
at future SOARS helping our members who need assistance processing their V.A. Claims. 
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7KH�62$�%RDUG�YRWHG�WKLV�\HDU� WR�H[SDQG�VFKRODUVKLS�JUDQWV� WR� LQFOXGH�6SRXVHV�DQG�
Widows of SOA members and was presented at the General Membership meeting. This 
change received an enthusiastic response from members.  The SOA Board felt this change 
was needed to help our members who might need further education to supplement 
member family income.  

Under the chairmanship of Tom Carrell, the SOA riders made a ride across the United 
6WDWHV�WR�DWWHQG�62$5�;/���0DQ\�RI�XV�ZHUH�SUHVHQW�DW� WKH�YDOHW�HQWUDQFH�RI� WKH�KRWHO�
to greet them as they rode into the Orleans Hotel.  Be sure to look at the pictures and 
7RP¶V�UHSRUW�RQ�WKHLU�MRXUQH\�DQG�WKH�VSHFLDO�YLVLW�WR�WKH�³6SHFLDO�2SHUDWRUV´�LQ�/DZWRQ�
Oklahoma. These SOA ambassadors  made us all proud of their accomplishment and to 
be members of the SOA.  
Respectfully submitted, Rick Estes-President 
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President 
5LFN�(VWHV 

3�2��%R[����� 
:LOGRPDU��&$������ 
�������������&HOO 

soapresident@specialoperations.org

Vice President 
Mike Taylor 

������6XQVHW�/DQH�� 
$QDFRUWHV��:$������ 

������������ 
soavp@specialoperations.org

Secretary 
Brian Vines 

����&ROHPDQ�'ULYH 
7KH�9LOODJHV��)/������ 

������������ 
soasecretary@specialoperations.org

Treasurer 
3HWH�³%XV´�%XVFHWWR 
����$VKWRQ�2DN�&LUFOH 

/DNHODQG��)/����������� 
������������ 

soatreasurer@specialoperations.org

Director 
Tom Cunningham 
3�2��%R[���� 

New Market, NH 03857 
603-868-8673 

thomasrtla@aol.com

Director 
Douglas N. Godshall 

����0HDGRZ�2DNV�7UDLO 
0HGLQD��2+����������� 

������������ 
dngodshall@gmail.com

Director 
Jim Day 

������4XLQODQ�$YH 
3RUW�&KDUORWWH��)/������ 

������������ 
rtrule@comcast.net

Director 
Rand Binford 

����&DQQD�/LO\�&LUFOH 
'ULIWZRRG��7;������ 

������������ 
rand_roy@hotmail.com

Director 
Chris McClure 

715 N. Bloodworth St. 
5DOHLJK��1&������������ 
����������������KRPH� 

cmcclure@tech-architect.com

Special Operations 
Board of Directors 2016-2017
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Budget & Planning 
Chairman 

3HWH�³%XV´�%XVFHWWR 
����$VKWRQ�2DN�&LUFOH 

/DNHODQG��)/� 
33813-5657 
������������ 
soatreasurer@ 

specialoperations.org

President Emeritus 
Clyde J. Sincere, Jr. 
����1������: 

St. George, Utah  
���������� 

��������������+� 
��������������&� 

sincere@skyviewmail.com

Video History Project &  
Archives (I.C.) 

Chairman 
Dennis J. Cummings 
�����7D\ORU�$YHQXH 
%ULGJHWRQ��02������ 

������������ 
djc106@aol.com

SOA By-Laws Chairman 
Tom Cunningham 
3�2��%R[���� 

New Market, NH 03857 
603-868-8673 

thomasrtla@aol.com

Membership Chairman 
 )HOL[�³3HWH´�3HWHUVRQ 
����1(�'XQORS�6W 

/DZWRQ��2.����������� 
������������ 

��������������&� 
membershipsoa@ 

gmail.com

Special Operations Association
6SHFLDO�6WD̆�DQG�&RPPLWWHH�&KDLUPHQ

Operation Brightlight 
Chairman 

-RKQ�³7LOW´�6��0H\HU 
������������ 

idahoonezero@gmail.com

Entertainment 
Chairman 

John Russell 
]DFN����#FR[�QHW

SOP/Procedures 
Chairman 
Mike Taylor 

������6XQVHW�/DQH�� 
$QDFRUWHV��:$������ 

������������ 
soavp@ 

specialoperations.org

SOA Nominations 
Chairman 
Brian Vines 

����&ROHPDQ�'ULYH 
7KH�9LOODJHV��)/������ 

������������ 
brian.vines@aol.com

Registration 
Vacant

System Coordinator 
Chairman 

0RUULV�*��³0R´�:RUOH\ 
Z����#DRO�FRP

POW/MIA 
Mike Taylor 

������6XQVHW�/DQH�� 
$QDFRUWHV��:$������ 

������������ 
captmike.mt@gmail.com

SOAR Reunion 
Vacant 

Scholarship Chairman 
Chris McClure 

715 N. Bloodworth St. 
5DOHLJK��1&������������ 

�������������� 
cmcclure@ 

tech-architect.com

Quartermaster Sales 
Robert Strange 

�����/DNH�-DPHV�'U� 
3UXGHQYLOOH��0,������ 

������������ 
quartermaster-sales@ 
specialoperations.org

Fundraising Chairman 
Doug Godshall 
������������ 

����0HDGRZ�2DNV�7UDLO 
0HGLQD��2+����������� 
dngodshall@gmail.com 

Co-Chairman 
Clyde Sincere

Warrior Family Fund  
 Bill Werther  

����/LJKWQLQJ�6SULQJV�
Road, Protem, Mo 65773 

������������ 
VRJUW�#JPDLO�FRP�

Chaplain   
6ODZRPLU�³5LFN´�
Grabianowski,  
3�2��%R[������� 

6SDUNV��19����������� 
�������������� 

rick@grabianowski.com
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�����ZDV�D�EXV\�\HDU�IRU�WKH�62$�5LGHUV�ZLWK�WZR�ULGHV���7KH�6SULQJ�
ULGH�ZDV�WR�(OOLMD\��*HRUJLD��DQG�WKH�)DOO�ULGH�WR�/DV�9HJDV�IRU�62$5�
;/���%RWK�ZHUH�JUHDW�ULGHV�DQG�D�UHDO�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�VKDUH�TXDOLW\�
WLPH�ZLWK�RXU�³%URWKHUV�LQ�$UPV´�DQG�³%URWKHUV�RI�WKH�5RDG´��
The Spring ride was held during the week prior to Armed Forces 
Day and the weather couldn’t have been better.  Our host, Ron 
Gravett, scheduled several outings into the beautiful mountains of 
north Georgia with the highlight trip to the motorcycle challenge of 
����FXUYHV�LQ����PLOHV�NQRZQ�DV�³7KH�7DLO�RI�WKH�'UDJRQ´���:H�URGH�
LW� GRZQ� DQG�EDFN� DQG�ZH� FDQ�QRZ�SURXGO\� VD\�ZH� VXUYLYHG� ³7KH�
'UDJRQ´�
6DWXUGD\�PRUQLQJ� ZH� URGH� WR� WKH� (OOLMD\� 9HWHUDQV¶�0HPRULDO� IRU�
our annual remembrance ceremony  for the Missing in Action 
from SOG and support elements.  This year was special as we were 
SULYLOHJHG�WR�KDYH�D�VRORLVW�VLQJ�³*RG�%OHVV� WKH�86$´��D�EDJSLSHU��
and a local couple do the Missing Man table.  They were followed by 
our traditional laying of the wreath and reading of the names. Taps 
were played and a toast was made.
7KH�)DOO�ULGH�VWDUWHG�ZLWK���KDUG\�VRXOV�DQG�D�FKDVH�YHKLFOH�LQ�WKH�SUH�
GDZQ�KRXUV�IURP�/DZUHQFHEXUJ��,QGLDQD��ZLWK�D�VWRS�LQ�)W�6PLWK��
Arkansas to visit the National Cemetery and pay respects to Col. 
William O. Darby of Darby’s Rangers, a visit to the Oklahoma City 
1DWLRQDO�0HPRULDO�DQG�0XVHXP�� WKH�/DZWRQ���)RUW�6LOO�9HWHUDQV�
Center where we spent the day with a group of great guys on their 
$O]KHLPHU¶V� �� GHPHQWLD� ZDUG� RQ� WKH� ³6SHFLDO� 2SHUDWLRQV´� <HOORZ�
:LQJ��1H[W�ZDV�$PDULOOR��7H[DV�DQG�D�VWRS�DW� WKH�&DGLOODF�5DQFK�
DQG�ZRUOG�IDPRXV�%LJ�7H[DQ�6WHDN�5DQFK���'D\�VL[�ZH�KHDGHG�LQWR�
$OEXTXHUTXH��1HZ�0H[LFR�ZLWK�D�VWRS�DW� WKH�3HWURJO\SK�1DWLRQDO�
Monument.  Day seven included a trip through The Painted Desert 
DQG�3HWUL¿HG�)RUHVW�DIWHU�D�VWRS�LQ�6W�-RKQ¶V�$UL]RQD��ZKHUH�ZH�PHW�
D�ORFDO�SROLFH�ṘFHU�DW�WKH�IXHO�VWRS���+H�ZDQWHG�WR�WDON��JHW�SLFWXUHV��
DQG�H[FKDQJH�SDWFKHV�DQG�PHPRUDELOLD���$�JUHDW�JX\�DQG�DQ�,UDTL�
YHW��7KDW�HYHQLQJ� �ZH�IRXQG�RXUVHOYHV�³6WDQGLQJ�RQ�WKH�&RUQHU�LQ�
Winslow, Arizona. Day eight was spent riding portions of old Route 
66 to Kingman, Arizona that included a trip to the old mining town 
RI�2DWPDQ���2Q�RXU�¿QDO�GD\�ZH�EULHIHG�WKH�ULGH�DQG�KHDGHG�LQWR�/DV�
Vegas with twelve riders. One had to drop out due to maintenance 
FRQFHUQV� VR�ZH�DUULYHG�ZLWK� HOHYHQ��)RXU�KDG� ULGGHQ�DERXW������
miles through 10 states in 9 leisurely days.  The reception by friendly 
faces as we pulled into the Orleans was a great way to end the ride.  
7KDW� ULGH�ZDV� RYHU� DQG� LW�ZDV� JRRG� WR� EH�¿QLVKHG�EXW� EHIRUH� WKH�
ELNHV� KDG� FRROHG� WKH�PRVW� FRPPRQ� TXHVWLRQ�� DIWHU� ³:KHUH¶V� WKH�
EHHU"´��ZDV�³$UH�ZH�JRLQJ�WR�GR�WKLV�DJDLQ�QH[W�\HDU"´��7KH�DQVZHU��
at this point, is yes.
)RU� GHWDLOHG� LQIRUPDWLRQ� YLVLW� RXU� )DFHERRN� SDJH� DW� KWWSV���
w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m / S p e c i a l - O p e r a t i o n s - A s s o c i a t i o n -
5LGHUV������������������

Tales From The Road
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During their  ride across America the SOA Riders had an opportunity 
to not only visit some of our less fortunate veteran brothers and sisters 
but to connect with them on a very personal level.  
The SOA Board knew that the Riders were planning a cross country 
ULGH�WKDW�ZRXOG�WDNH�WKHP�FORVH�WR�/DZWRQ�)W�6LOO��2.�DQG�DVNHG�LI�WKH\�
FRXOG�PDNH�D�VLGH�WULS�WR�SUHVHQW�D�SODTXH�WR�WKH�VWD̆�DQG�SDWLHQWV�DW�
the VA Center on the way to SOAR.  Upon arrival, they were greeted 
E\� PHPEHUV� RI� WKH� VWD̆�� ORFDO� SUHVV�� SDWLHQWV� DQG� UHODWLYHV�� � 7KH\�
SURFHHGHG�WR�WKH�<HOORZ�:LQJ�IRU�D�WRXU�DQG�D�PHHW�DQG�JUHHW�ZLWK�WKH�
patients in the Alzheimer’s/dementia wing.
Soon it was time for the new found friends to take their weekly walk 
around the facility.  Several were able to move about on their own but 
because the Riders were there many of the wheelchair bound got to 
YHQWXUH�R̆�WKHLU�ZDUG���
$W�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�ZDON�WKH�5LGHUV�HQMR\HG�FR̆HH�DQG�D�GRXJKQXW�ZLWK�
WKHLU�QHZ�VWLFN�EXGGLHV�� �7KH\�MXPSHG�ULJKW�LQ�DQG�R̆HUHG�ZKDWHYHU�
DVVLVWDQFH�ZDV�QHHGHG�� IURP�JHWWLQJ�D�FXS�RI�FR̆HH�� WR�KHOSLQJ�WKHLU�
new friends manage the doughnut.  
/XQFK� IRU� WKH� 5LGHUV� ZDV� SURYLGHG� E\� WKH� &HQWHU� ZKLFK� JDYH� WKHP�
DQ�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�VSHQG�WLPH�ZLWK�RWKHU�SDWLHQWV��UHODWLYHV�DQG�VWD̆���
'XULQJ� OXQFK�� RQH� RI� WKH� VHQLRU� VWD̆�PHPEHUV� VWRSSHG� WR� FKDW� DQG�
thank the Riders for being there.  She made the statement that the 
62$�5LGHUV�ZHUH�WKH�¿UVW�JURXS�WR�FRPH�WKDW�GLGQ¶W�KDYH�DQ�DOWHUQDWLYH�
motive or self serving agenda and how nice it was to see the level of 
WUXH�FRPSDVVLRQ�DQG�FDUH�EHLQJ�H[SUHVVHG�
$IWHU�OXQFK�WKH\�JDWKHUHG�DJDLQ�LQ�WKH�<HOORZ�:LQJ��WR�HVFRUW�DOO�WKH�
9LHWQDP�9HWV�WR�D�³:HOFRPH�+RPH´�FHUHPRQ\�IRU�DOO�RI�WKH�&HQWHU¶V�
Vietnam patients.  This too became an emotional journey that many 
of the Riders and patients were not prepared for. Some patients were 
grateful for the recognition, some didn’t feel they were worthy and 
GLGQ¶W� EHORQJ�� DQG� VRPH� MXVW� FRXOGQ¶W� KDQGOH� LW� DW� DOO�� � (DFK� 5LGHU�
monitored their charge and responded accordingly.  They had been 
total strangers only hours before and now had become true brothers.  
They had their back.
)RU� GHWDLOHG� LQIRUPDWLRQ� SOHDVH� YLVLW� RXU� )DFHERRN� SDJH� DW��
KWWSV���ZZZ�IDFHERRN�FRP�6SHFLDO�2SHUDWLRQV�$VVRFLDWLRQ�
5LGHUV������������������

Vets Connecting With Vets
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20 Year Pin Ceremony

7KH�IROORZLQJ�62$�0HPEHUV�ZHUH�SUHVHQWHG�WKHLU����<HDU�3LQV�E\�3UHVLGHQW�5LFN�(VWHV�
DQG�62$�0HPEHU�0*�5�(OGRQ�%DUJHZHOO�DW�WKH�62$5�;/�*HQHUDO�0HPEHUVKLS�0HHWLQJ�

(G�$GDPV
Howard W. Allen
Robert Bost
Joseph Bourgeois
William Coughlan
Nguyen Phuoc Dang
0LFKDHO�(LODQG
/XNH�(PDQXHO
Don Feeney
John Frescura
William Gates 
Ronald Gravett

Stephen Hayduk
/RXLV�+ROPHV
Alfred Katzenstein
&UDLJ�/DQVLQJ
0LQK�/H
(XJHQH�/HRQDUG
Thomas Marzullo 
Roland Nuqui
John Owens
Joseph Parnar
$OH[�6DXQGHUV
Joe Sottile

Stanley Steenbock
Robert Strange
Stephen Sullivan
Gary Swartzbaugh
/DXJKOLQ�7RGG
Bruno Urbanick
Carleton Vencill
/DXULH�:KLWODUN
Kent White
/DXUHQFH�:LFRUHN
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25 Year Pin Ceremony

7KH�IROORZLQJ�62$�0HPEHUV�ZHUH�SUHVHQWHG�WKHLU����<HDU�3LQV�E\�3UHVLGHQW�5LFN�(VWHV�
DQG�62$�0HPEHU�0*�5�(OGRQ�%DUJHZHOO�DW�WKH�62$5�;/�*HQHUDO�0HPEHUVKLS�0HHWLQJ�

(G�$GDPV
William Coughlan
5REHUW�(��'LDPRQG�,,,�
0LFKDHO�(LODQG
6NLS�(WWLQJHU
(XJHQH�+DOO
Stephen Hayduk
&KLHX�1��/DP
Howard Sugar
Bruno Urbaniak
Fred Waltz
Robert Weller
Melvin Wick
/DXUHQFH�:LFRUHN
Curtis Williams
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30 Year Pin Ceremony

7KH�IROORZLQJ�62$�0HPEHUV�ZHUH�SUHVHQWHG�WKHLU����<HDU�3LQV�E\�3UHVLGHQW�5LFN�(VWHV�
DQG�62$�0HPEHU�0*�5�(OGRQ�%DUJHZHOO�DW�WKH�62$5�;/�*HQHUDO�0HPEHUVKLS�0HHWLQJ�

Roger Cherry
William Coughlan
James Day
%REE\�(YDQV
Richard Freeman
Carl Fronabarger
Ronald Gravett
Donald Green
Mark Kinsler
(XJHQH�+DOO
Dale Hanson
David Maurer
Harlan VanWinkle
Arthur Wilbur
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35 Year Pin Ceremony

7KH�IROORZLQJ�62$�0HPEHUV�ZHUH�SUHVHQWHG�WKHLU����<HDU�3LQV�E\�3UHVLGHQW�5LFN�(VWHV�
DQG�62$�0HPEHU�0*�5�(OGRQ�%DUJHZHOO�DW�WKH�62$5�;/�*HQHUDO�0HPEHUVKLS�0HHWLQJ�

Fred Camacho
William Coughlan
James Fry
George Hunt
3HWHU�/DXUHQFH
Jay Massey
David Maurer
John Padgett
Robert Parks
David Ryder
Albert Slugocki
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At Special Operations Association Reunion 
�62$5�� ���� WKH� 62$� DQG� WKH� 6SHFLDO� )RUFHV�
$VVRFLDWLRQ� �6)$�� DJUHHG� WKDW� WKH� 62$�
POW/MIA Committee would become a joint 
FRPPLWWHH��IRUPDOO\�DQG�ṘFLDOO\�UHSUHVHQWLQJ�
both associations.  Nothing will really change 
H[FHSW� WKDW� 6)$� ([HFXWLYH� 'LUHFWRU� &OL �̆
Newman is now an actual member of the 
committee rather than just a point-of-contact.
7KH�62$5����32:�0,$�8SGDWH�6HVVLRQ�IHD-
tured four presentations by representatives 
of the Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency 

�'3$$����7KH�$FWLQJ�'LUHFWRU�RI�'3$$��0UV��)HUQ�6XPSWHU�:LQEXVK��OHG�R̆�ZLWK�DQ�RYHU-
YLHZ�RI�WKH�DJHQF\¶V�RSHUDWLRQDO�SODQQLQJ�DQG�EXGJHW�RXWORRN�IRU�)<��������6HQLRU�6RXWKHDVW�
$VLD�$QDO\VW�0DWW�.ULVWR̆��6HQLRU�9LHWQDP��91��:DU�3ROLF\�$GYLVRU�-DFN�.XOO�DQG�2XWUHDFK�
DQG�&RPPXQLFDWLRQV�6SHFLDOLVW�6WHYH�7KRPSVRQ�JDYH�EULH¿QJV�DERXW�RQJRLQJ�RSHUDWLRQV�
LQ�6RXWKHDVW�$VLD�DQG�UHFHQW�PHHWLQJV�ZLWK�&DPERGLDQ��/DR��DQG�9LHWQDPHVH�FRXQWHUSDUWV���
$PRQJ� RWKHU� LPSRUWDQW� LQIRUPDWLRQ�� ZH� OHDUQHG� WKDW�0LVVLQJ� LQ� $FWLRQ� �0,$�� LV� D�

IRUPDO�PLOLWDU\�VHUYLFH�VWDWXV�GH¿QLWLRQ�DQG��WHFKQLFDOO\��WKHUH�DUH�QR�ORQJHU�³0,$V´�IURP�
the Vietnam War.  All those who did not return home have been presumptively declared 
GHDG�E\�WKH�86*���³0,$´�LV�D�FRPPRQ�WHUP�VWLOO�XVHG�WR�UHIHU�WR�WKHVH�SHUVRQQHO��EXW��WKH�
86*�XVHV�ZKDW�WKH\�FRQVLGHU�WKH�³PRUH�DSSURSULDWH�DQG�DFFXUDWH�WHUP´�RI�³PLVVLQJ´�RU�
³XQDFFRXQWHG�IRU�´� �7KH�SUHVXPSWLYH�¿QGLQJ�RI�GHDWK�IRU�WKHVH�PHQ�ZDV�QRW�XQLTXH�WR�
91��KDYLQJ�EHHQ�GRQH�DIWHU�RWKHU�ZDUV�WR�VHWWOH�GHDWK�EHQH¿WV��LQVXUDQFH��HWF���7KH�IDFW�
these men have been declared dead does not diminish the USG’s obligation to account for 
them.
)ROORZLQJ�WKH�'3$$�SUHVHQWDWLRQV��$QQ�0LOOV�*UL̇WKV��&(2�DQG�&KDLUPDQ�RI�WKH�%RDUG�

RI�WKH�1DWLRQDO�/HDJXH�RI�32:�0,$�)DPLOLHV��JDYH�XV�KHU�RUJDQL]DWLRQ¶V�SHUVSHFWLYH�RQ�
WKH�VWDWXV�RI�ṘFLDO�H̆RUWV�WR�DFFRXQW�IRU�WKRVH�VWLOO�PLVVLQJ�IURP�WKH�91�:DU���-XGL�%R\HU�
Bouchard, sister of recovered SOG MIA SGT Alan Boyer, gave a moving account from 
WKH�SHUVSHFWLYH�RI�0,$� IDPLOLHV�� � 6*7�%R\HU¶V� UHPDLQV�ZHUH� LGHQWL¿HG�DQG� LQWHUUHG�DW�
$UOLQJWRQ�1DWLRQDO�&HPHWHU\�-XQH����ODVW�\HDU��

Mike Taylor, Chairman of the POW/MIA Committee, provided a review of SOA and SFA 
activities related to POW/MIA matters during the last year.
�� Spearheaded Memorandum Of Understanding between SOA/SFA/SF Charitable 

Trust and DPAA under Strategic Partnership Initiative
��  Represented SFA for POW/MIA matters
��  Joint SOA/SFA letter to SecDef regarding application period for new Director, DPAA
��  Provided input to selection criteria for new Director, DPAA
�� -RLQW�62$�6)$�OHWWHU�WR�86'3�HQGRUVLQJ�0DM�*HQ��86$)��UHWLUHG��.HOO\�0F.HDJXH¶V�

application for Director, DPAA
�� -RLQW�62$�6)$� OHWWHU� WR�32786� WR� ³PDNH� H[SDQGHG� FRRSHUDWLRQ�RQ�0,$� FDVHV� D�

FHQWUDO�SDUW�RI�$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ�PHVVDJH�WR�9LHWQDP��/DRV�DQG�&DPERGLD�DW�$6($1�
6XPPLW�DQG�RWKHU�PHHWLQJV�´

SOAR 40 POW/MIA AAR
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�� Joint SOA/SFA letter to Congressional leaders and committees supporting DPAA 

funding
�� $VVLVWHG�'3$$�9LHWQDP�:DU�DQDO\VWV�ZLWK�VSHFL¿F�62*�ORVV�FDVHV
�� $WWHQGHG�'3$$�)DPLO\�8SGDWHV�LQ�/RV�$QJHOHV�DQG�6HDWWOH��3ODQQHG�DWWHQGLQJ�5HQR�

in November
�� $WWHQGHG�1DWLRQDO�/HDJXH�RI�32:�0,$�)DPLOLHV���WK�$QQXDO�0HHWLQJ
�� Attended several DPAA ceremonies and working lunches
�� ,QYLWHG�'3$$�'LUHFWRU��$QQ�0LOOV�*UL̇WKV�DQG�-XGL�%R\HU�WR�VSHDN�DW�62$5
�� (QKDQFHG� UHODWLRQV� ZLWK� '3$$� VWD̆�� 1DWLRQDO� /HDJXH� RI� 32:�0,$� )DPLOLHV��

veterans organizations
�� Participant in recurring DPAA teleconferences for family groups and veterans 

organizations
�� Assisted with Memorial Ceremony, Interment w/ Full Military Honors and Reception 

for Al Boyer
Finally, The POW/MIA Committee voiced the following SOA/SFA concerns to the DPAA 

OHDGHUVKLS�
�� 6HOHFWLRQ�RI� WKH�QHZ�'LUHFWRU��'3$$�� � 62$�DQG�6)$�HQGRUVHG� WKH� DSSOLFDWLRQ�RI�

retired USAF Maj Gen Kelly McKeague, the last commander of the Joint POW/MIA 
$FFRXQWLQJ�&RPPDQG�DQG�¿UVW�'HSXW\�'LUHFWRU�RI�'3$$���$V�IDU�DV�ZH�NQRZ��0U��
0F.HDJXH�LV�WKH�RQO\�DSSOLFDQW�ZLWK�32:�0,$�UHODWHG�H[SHULHQFH��KDV�WKH�FRQ¿GHQFH�
and trust of the involved VN War families and Veterans Service Organizations, and 
ZRXOG�VHHPLQJO\�EH�DQ�LGHDO�¿W�IRU�WKH�MRE���:H�NQRZ�KLP�ZHOO��DGPLUH�DQG�UHVSHFW�
him and hope for his selection.

�� $GHTXDF\�RI�'3$$�IXQGLQJ�IRU������DQG�EH\RQG���62$�6)$�GR�QRW�FRQVLGHU�FXUUHQW�
Congressionally- and DOD-allocated funding levels adequate for DPAA’s operational 
SODQV�IRU�)<�����91�:DU�RSHUDWLRQV�

�� 3DXFLW\�RI�9LHWQDP�:DU�DQDO\VWV���7KHUH�DUH�WRR�PDQ\�YDFDQFLHV��DQG�WKH�86*�KLULQJ�
process is too cumbersome.  The resultant case load on assigned DPAA VN War 
analysts is unmanageable and overwhelming

�� ³1XPEHUV�*DPH´��::,,�YV�91�:DU���&RQJUHVV�KDV�GLUHFWHG�'3$$�WR�GHYHORS�WKH�
FDSDFLW\�WR�LGHQWLI\�����PLVVLQJ�DQG�XQDFFRXQWHG�IRU�SHUVRQQHO�SHU�\HDU���6RPH�LQ�
WKH�86*�KDYH�VHHQ�WKLV�DV�D�PDQGDWH�WR�DFWXDOO\�SURGXFH�WKDW�PDQ\�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQV�
every year.  A recent trend within DPAA has been to disinter US WWII and Korean 
:DU�UHPDLQV�QRW�LQGLYLGXDOO\�LGHQWL¿HG��EXW�EXULHG�LQ�86�FHPHWHULHV�DW�KRPH�DQG�
abroad, using modern DNA techniques to identify them.  This is much easier, faster 
DQG�FKHDSHU� WKDQ�XQGHUWDNLQJ�¿HOG�RSHUDWLRQV� WR�DFFRXQW� IRU� WKRVH� WUXO\�PLVVLQJ�
in Southeast Asia.  DPAA says they are using disinterment ID numbers to satisfy 
Congress, but they are devoting the vast majority of their operational budget to VN 
War cases.  Our committee will continue to monitor this situation.

Throughout SOAR, Matt, Jack and Steve conducted interviews with our members who 
KDG�LQIRUPDWLRQ�WKDW�PLJKW�DVVLVW�'3$$�H̆RUWV�WR�DFFRXQW�IRU�PLVVLQJ�SHUVRQQHO���7KLV�
62$�H̆RUW��WR�DVVLVW�JDLQV�PRPHQWXP�HDFK�\HDU���7KLV�\HDU��PHPEHUV�EURXJKW�LQ�PDSV��
notes, etc. and kept these guys busy all week.  Thanks and keep up the good work, DPAA 
and SOA members!
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62$5�;/�PDUNHG�WKH��WK�FRQVHFXWLYH�
\HDU�WKDW�2/$$�6SDG�SLORWV�DWWHQGHG�
an SOA reunion and led a long 
overdue discussion based around 
RXU� VKDUHG� 9LHWQDP� H[SHULHQFHV���
While the basic relationship between 
MACVSOG team missions and A-1 
air support was understood by both 
parties, a group face to face personal 
relationship had somehow never 
developed over the years.  As a result, 
our shared history was full of gaps 
and a number of misunderstandings 
H[LVWHG�� � 6LQFH� ERWK� RUJDQL]DWLRQV�
KDG�EHHQ�VZRUQ� WR� ³���SOXV�\HDUV�RI�
VHFUHF\´��LW�LV�QRW�KDUG�WR�H[SODLQ�D�EDVLF�ODFN�RI�VKDUHG�LQVLJKW���7R�P\�NQRZOHGJH��QRQH�
RI�RXU�2/$$�SLORWV� �LQFOXGLQJ�P\VHOI��KDG�HYHU� UHDG�D�ERRN�ZULWWHQ�DERXW�0$&962*�
PLVVLRQV�SULRU�WR��������
(DFK�RI�RXU�6\PSRVLXPV�KDYH�WDNHQ�RQ�D�OLIH�RI�WKHLU�RZQ���7KLV�\HDU�ZDV�QR�H[FHSWLRQ��
.QRZLQJ�WKDW�D�VSHFLDO�³JDWKHULQJ´�ZDV�RFFXUULQJ�DW�62$5�;/��ZKLFK�KDG�D�IRXQGDWLRQ�
EDVHG�RQ�RXU�¿UVW�6\PSRVLXP��LW�VHHPHG�ORJLFDO�WR�LQFOXGH�WKH�RFFDVLRQ�LQ�RXU�SUHVHQWDWLRQ���
$� VFKHGXOH� FKDQJH� IRU�RXU������SUHVHQWDWLRQ� UHVXOWHG� LQ� VRPH�62$�PHPEHUV�DUULYLQJ�
HDUO\���:H�GHFLGHG�WR�EHJLQ�ZLWK�LQIRUPDO�GLVFXVVLRQV�DQG�VRRQ�%ULJKW�/LJKW�7HDP�/HDGHU�
*HRUJH�+XQW�VWRRG�WR�GHVFULEH�D�PLVVLRQ�WKDW�KDG�KDXQWHG�KLP�IRU�RYHU����\HDUV�� �+H�
WROG�RI�OHDGLQJ�D�KDUURZLQJ��UG�DWWHPSW�WR�UHFRYHU�UHPDLQV�RI�DQ�$���SLORW�QHDU�/HJKRUQ�
LQ�/DRV���*HRUJH�ZDQWHG�WR�NQRZ�WZR�WKLQJV��ZKR�ZDV�WKH�GRZQHG�SLORW�DQG�KDG�KLV�WHDP�
UHFRYHUHG�³HQRXJK´�WR�PDNH�D�SRVLWLYH�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�IRU�KLV�IDPLO\"��+LV�HPRWLRQV�ZHUH�
FRPSHOOLQJ�DQG�,�UHTXHVWHG�WKDW�*HRUJH�VKDUH�KLV�FRQWDFW�LQIRUPDWLRQ�ZLWK�P\�ZLIH�/LQGD�
for further research.  At that time, we were only able to bracket the dates to a couple 
of months and sadly I was able to narrow the list to three lost Spad pilots in that short 
timeframe with information that was readily available in my world.  It was a beginning.  
Over time, with the help of his nephew Steve Moore, the timeline was tightened and the 
GHFHDVHG�$���SLORW�ZDV�LGHQWL¿HG�DV�0DMRU�:D\QH�:ROINHLO���:D\QH�SHULVKHG�RQ��$XJ����
ZKLOH�À\LQJ�DV�D��WK�626�6SDG�SLORW�VXSSRUWLQJ�D�62*�WHDP�LQ�GLVWUHVV���:LWK�PRUH�KHOS�
IURP� 5REHUW� 'XPRQW� DQG� -RH� 3DUQDU� WKH� LQIRUPDWLRQ� EDVH� H[SDQGHG� LQ�PDQ\� ZD\V���
7KLV�\HDU�DW�62$5�;/��*HRUJH�+XQW�¿UVW�PHW�ZLWK�VL[�RI�0DM��:ROINHLO¶V�IDPLO\�PHPEHUV�
including a son and two daughters.  The following morning, George described the mission 
and its impact on his life to those attending our Symposium.  The audience included the 
Wolfkeil family members and the men who had assisted George in his research. To most 
RI�XV��%ULJKW�/LJKW�LV�FRQFHSWXDOO\�EH\RQG�VSHFLDO«RQ�WKLV�GD\�LW�WRRN�RQ�LWV�RZQ�DXWKHQWLF�
life.  I personally sensed that all present were honored and humbled.
The larger message of this Symposium was that if this could happen for George Hunt, 

what are the boundaries for more answers regarding our shared histories?  While it has 
QRW�\HW�KDSSHQHG�GLUHFWO\��ZK\�FRXOG�VXFK�VKDUHG�H[SHULHQFHV�QRW� OHDG� WR� LQIRUPDWLRQ�
WKDW�FRXOG�DVVLVW�WKH�H̆RUWV�RI�WKH�'HIHQVH�32:�0,$�$FFRXQWLQJ�$JHQF\��'3$$�"��7KHLU�

SOAR XL… OLAA SYMPOSIUM AAR
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PHHWLQJ�IROORZHG�RXUV�DQG�ZH�DUH�VKDULQJ�RXU�2/$$�XQLW�LQIRUPDWLRQ�ZLWK�WKHP�
The remainder of our allotted time continued the theme.  We were proud to be joined by 
�WK�626�6SDG�SLORW�'RQ�'LQHHQ�ZKR�DWWHQGHG�62$5�IRU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH���'RQ�ÀHZ�RYHU�����
combat missions in the 1968-1969 timeframe and brought a treasure trove in the form of 
D�WKLFN�ELQGHU�IXOO�RI�PLVVLRQ�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DQG�UHODWHG�GRFXPHQWDWLRQ���6SHFL¿FDOO\��,�KDG�
³SXVKHG´�'RQ�WR�DWWHQG�EHFDXVH�KH�KDG�ÀRZQ�VXSSRUW�IRU�/\QQH�%ODFN�RQ�WKH��2FW����
mission that is legend in SOG history.  I knew that Don represented a huge missing 
gap in the SOG/Spad history that preceded and guided the unique origins of our small 
VSHFLDOL]HG�2/$$�¿QDO�LQ�FRXQWU\�$���XQLW���,W�ZDV�DPD]LQJ�DQG�ZRQGHUIXO�WR�REVHUYH�'RQ�
PHHW�ZLWK�/\QQH�DQG�EH�DEVRUEHG�LQWR�WKH�62$5�H[SHULHQFH���$V�WKH�ZRUG�VSUHDG��'RQ�
ZDV�NHSW�YHU\�EXV\�VKDULQJ�KLV�H[SHULHQFHV�DQG�WKDW�ELQGHU�IXOO�RI�KLVWRU\�ZLWK�PDQ\�62*�
team members.  I believe that Don connected with 8-10 or more direct support missions 
ZLWK� WHDP�PHPEHUV�ZKR�ZHUH�SUHVHQW� WKLV� \HDU�� �'XULQJ�RXU�PHHWLQJ��'RQ�H[SUHVVHG�
interest in contacting more of his 6th SOS mates and bringing them to future events.  We 
ZHUH�DOVR�MRLQHG�DJDLQ�E\�-RKQ�:DUHVK�ZKR�OHG�WKH�$���VXSSRUW�H̆RUWV�GXULQJ�WKH�6RQ�7D\�
raid in 1970.
)LQDOO\��,�DVNHG�7LOW�0H\HU�WR�DGGUHVV�WKH�6\PSRVLXP�DXGLHQFH�DQG�R̆HU�KLV�SHUVSHFWLYH�
RI�SDUWLFLSDWLQJ�LQ�DQ�2/$$�DUUDQJHG�PHHWLQJ�FDOOHG�7DLOZLQG�'D\�DW�WKH�71�0XVHXP�RI�
$YLDWLRQ�WKLV�SDVW�$SULO���$�FRPELQDWLRQ�RI�H̆RUWV�OHG�WR�WKLV�DPD]LQJ�HYHQW���,W�EHJDQ�ZLWK�
the Melton’s desire for another A-1 related event at their facility.  Since the previous event 
KRQRUHG�-LP�:ROG�ZKR�ZDV�WKH�¿UVW�FRPPDQGHU�RI�RXU�XQLW��LW�VHHPHG�ORJLFDO�WR�VWUHVV�
DFFRPSOLVKPHQWV�UHODWHG�WR�WKH�WHQXUH�RI�2/$$�&RPPDQGHU�0HO�6ZDQVRQ���6XFFHVVIXO�
RSHUDWLRQV� LQYROYLQJ�2/$$�6SDGV� VXSSRUWLQJ�2SHUDWLRQ�7DLOZLQG� TXLFNO\� FDPH� WR� WKH�
IRUHIURQW���&RLQFLGHQWO\�DQG�LQ�FRQFHUW��7LOW�0H\HU�EHJDQ�H[WHQVLYHO\�UHVHDUFKLQJ�2SHUDWLRQ�

Tailwind for a series of articles 
LQ�62)5(3�� �$�FRQFHQWUDWHG�
RUJDQL]DWLRQDO�H̆RUW�UHVXOWHG�
in a remarkable event that 
showcased the combined 
H̆RUWV�RI�62*��$UP\�VXSSRUW�
units, two Marine helicopter 
units, Spads, 56th SOW 
A-1’s, Covey FAC’s, and those 
who fought for the honor of 
DOO� SDUWLFLSDQWV� LQ� WKH� ³DIWHU�
ZDU´� ZLWK� &11�� � 7KH� HYHQW�
FXOPLQDWHG� ZLWK� D� ³KLVWRULF´�
3DQHO�'LVFXVVLRQ�LQYROYLQJ����
men who had actually fought 
in Operation Tailwind.  Tilt 
0H\HU� GLG� DQ� H[FHOOHQW� MRE�
of moderating this public 
discussion and keeping 
complicated events on track.  

For anyone interested in viewing a slightly abbreviated presentation of the Tailwind Day 
3DQHO�'LVFXVVLRQ��MXVW�W\SH�³�����2SHUDWLRQ�7DLOZLQG�5HXQLRQ´�LQWR�\RXU�EURZVHU�
$V�DOZD\V��³7KDQN�<RX´�WR�DOO�62$�PHPEHUV�IRU�DOORZLQJ�XV�WR�MRLQ�\RXU�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�
DQG�VKDUH�RXU�H[SHULHQFHV�DQG�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DW�\RXU�ZHOO�DWWHQGHG�DQG�RUJDQL]HG�UHXQLRQV�
Don Engebretsen on behalf of all OLAA Spad Pilots…
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While our member participation was not as 
great, our Bonnie Springs trip was also very 
entertaining, educational, eventful and with great 
food.  Because of our members’ disabilities, we 
were allowed an early entrance to the facility so as 
to not have to compete with other civilian visitors.  
If you are not aware, the BSR tourist attraction 
is that of an early settler’s western town which 
provided our early settlers with resupplies enroute 
to California via Death Valley.  It was originally 
EXLOW� LQ� �����DQG�EHFDPH�D� WRXULVW� DWWUDFWLRQ� LQ�
�������,W�ZDV�RIWHQ�UHIHUUHG�WR�DV�WKH�³2DVLV�RI�WKH�
GHVHUW´� EHFDXVH� PDQ\� VHWWOHUV� ZRXOG� VWRS� IRU� D�
drink of the clear and very cool spring water.

Our members were able to view the facility 
which provides a very realistic Western Town 
feeling and atmosphere.  The facility has also been 
XVHG�DV�D�³SURS´� IRU�PDQ\�ZHVWHUQ�PRYLHV�� �)RU�
WKH�\RXQJVWHUV��DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�\RXQJVWHUV�DW�KHDUW��
our members enjoyed visiting the petting zoo 
and horse stables.  One member actually took the 
available horseback guided tour through the Red 
Rock Canyon, returning just in time for our very 
delicious Bar-B-Que luncheon.  I would venture 
to say that the luncheon was the highlight of the 
event trip as depicted in the various photographs 
appearing herein-above.  Due to time constraints, 
ZH�ZHUH�RQO\�DOORZHG�D�WRWDO�RI�IRXU�����KRXUV�IRU�
this event because of preparations for the SOAR 
Banquet, our last major event of the reunion.
,W� LV� ZLWKRXW� TXHVWLRQ� WKDW� RXU� R̆VLWH� HYHQWV�

were very much appreciated by our participating 
PHPEHUV� DV� PDQ\� �LI� QRW� DOO�� YHKHPHQWO\�
H[SUHVVHG� WKHLU� UHVSHFWLYH� DSSUHFLDWLRQV� IRU� WKH�
entertainment events provided.
7KH� JRDO� RI� RXU� (QWHUWDLQPHQW� &RPPLWWHH� IRU�

RXU� QH[W� UHXQLRQ� LV� WR� SURYLGH� GLVFRXQWHG� IHHV�
WR�VRPH�RI�WKH�PDLQ�VWDU�DWWUDFWLRQV�ZLWKLQ�³7KH�
2UOHDQV´�KRWHO��DV�ZHOO�DV�RWKHU�PDMRU�/DV�9HJDV�
Hotel attractions.  We appreciate our member 
participation in our last events, and we look 
IRUZDUG� WR� PD[LPXP�PHPEHU� SDUWLFLSDWLRQ� IRU�
RXU�IXWXUH�HQWHUWDLQPHQW�HYHQWV�DW�62$5�;/�

John Russell, Entertainment Committee Chair

SOAR XL Bonnie Springs Ranch Trip
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SOAR XL Grand Canyon Trip
The SOAR trip to the Grand 

Canyon was undoubtedly a 
resounding success. From a very 
timely hotel departure, the trip to 
and from the Grand Canyon was 
very interesting to say the least.  
Our driver was very entertaining 
and educational as he provided 
interesting information pertaining 

to a newly proposed professional sport team 
relocating to that area, to information pertaining to 
the Grand Canyon – West Rim, and his remarkable 
degree of professional courtesy is unmatched to any 
other SOA member trip event that I am personally 
aware of.

Upon our arrival at the Grand Canyon – West 
Rim, I was able to gain instant cooperation from the 
Hualapai Indian tribe representatives whom allowed 
me the privilege of making a mass ticket purchase for 
DOO�RI�RXU�PHPEHUV��WKHLU�IDPLOLHV�DQG�RU�VLJQL¿FDQW�
others.  This precluded the standing in long ticket 
lines and facilitated the immediate loading of the 
transport buses to the Skywalk view facility.  
$W�WKH�6N\ZDON�IDFLOLW\��WKH�RQVLWH�PDQDJHU�QRWL¿HG�

XV�WKDW�ZH�FRXOG�HQWHU�WKH�IDFLOLW\�³WRWDOO\�IUHH�RI�DQ\�
FKDUJH�´��1RW�RQO\�ZDV�WKH�HQWUDQFH�IHH�IUHH��EXW�DOVR�
the Skywalk individual/family photographs taken 
E\�6N\ZDON�SHUVRQQHO�ZHUH� IUHH� �SHUVRQDO� FDPHUDV�
DUH� QRW� DOORZHG� RQ� WKH� DFWXDO� 6N\ZDON��� � 7KLV�ZDV�
obviously a tremendous economic advantage to 
our members as such fee alone had been previously 
QHJRWLDWHG� DW� D� GLVFRXQW� RI� ������� SHU� SHUVRQ���
Because of our members’ disability status, we 
ZHUH�DOVR�DOORZHG� WR�JR� ³LPPHGLDWHO\´� WR� WKH� IURQW�
line of the entrance to the Skywalk as members 
only needed to have their SOA ID cards hanging 
from their respective lanyards. The Skywalk was 
breathtakingly spectacular as depicted in the various 
photographs appearing herein.  Our members were 
overwhelmingly, and pleasantly surprised by the 
total degree of recognition given to them by the 
Hualapai Indian representatives.  
$IWHU� D� IXQ� �EXW� H[KDXVWLQJ�� GD\�� RXU� UHWXUQ� WULS�

ZDV�DOVR�YHU\�UHOD[LQJ�DV�RXU�GULYHU�SURYLGHG�XV�ZLWK�
a very comical and entertaining video to further aid 
LQ�UHOD[DWLRQ�

John Russell, Entertainment Committee Chair
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Synopsis of CCS-SOG 2016   
Memorial Breakfast

5HPDUNV� E\� )UHG� /LQGVH\� ³'HFDGHV� DJR�� PRVW�
$PHULFDQV�FRXOGQ¶W�¿QG�9LHWQDP�RQ�D�PDS���,W¶V�EHHQ�
DOPRVW� ��� \HDUV� DQG� WKDW� ³H[RWLF� OLWWOH� EDFNZDWHU´�
KDV�EHFRPH�WKH�GH¿QLQJ�H[SHULHQFH�IRU�D�JHQHUDWLRQ���
Today it is Afghanistan and Iraq.  Our servicemen 
and women are asked to do multiple tours in those 
god-forsaken places, and many of our civilian leaders 
KDYH�QRW�ERWKHUHG�WR�JR�WKHUH�´
:H�DOO�OHDG�EXV\�OLYHV�EXW�RXU�³6RXWKHUQ�%URWKHUKRRG�

0HPRULDO�%UHDNIDVW´�JLYHV�XV�WKH�FKDQFH�WR�SXEOLFO\�
acknowledge our deep sorrow not only for those 100 
comrades of CCS and Its Air Partners that were KIA in 
Vietnam but also for those surviving veterans that we 
have lost this past year.  This includes our legendary 
SGM Monty Montalvo of Sigma B56 in January; then 
+DUODQ�³6DQG\´�6DQGHOO�DQG�5REHUW�:��³+RVHU´�+DOO�
LQ�)HEUXDU\��DQG�-HURPH�³-HUU\´�/HG]LQVNL� LQ�0D\��
and most recently Bill Dadek in September.
7KH�ZRUVH�ORVV�ZH�FDQ�VX̆HU�LV�WR�EH�IRUJRWWHQ���7R�

remind us of all those lost in Nam, I ask Jim Day, 
0LNH�0RRUH��:RRG\�:RRGEXU\� DQG�/DUU\� /LWWOH� WR�
MRLQ�PH�DW�WKH�SRGLXP��-LP�	�0LNH�ZLOO�UHDG�R̆�WKH�
QDPHV�DQG�GDWHV�RI�WKH�&&6�PHQ��:RRG\�±�WKH���WK�
626��/DUU\�WKH����WK�$+&�DQG�,¶OO�UHDG�WKH�QDPH�RI�
those who were in the 155th AHC, the 189th AHC, the 
���WK�$YQ�&R��DQG�WKH����WK�$+&���

Checking In Seated Duffy Jensen & Dennis Lid, 
Standing Jim “Woody” & Sherrill Woodbury

The Men of CCS-SOG

Memorial Reading:  Fred Lindsey, Jim Day, 
“Woody” Woodbury, Bob Bost, & Larry Little

 Main Table with Mr. and Mrs. Bruscetto  & 
Jim “Woody” Woodbury
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³6R�KHUH¶V� WR� WKH�VRXOV�ZKR�QHYHU�FDPH�KRPH�� WR� IULHQGVKLSV�DQG� IDPLOLHV� WKDW�QHYHU�
ZRXOG�EH�� �+HUH¶V�WR�WKH�RQHV�ZKR�VWHSSHG�R̆�WKH�³)UHHGRP�%LUG´�VWDWHVLGH�EXW�ZRXOG�
never be the same; for those who brought something home they couldn’t return.  Here’s 
something for the mantle, a reminder to not forget.  Or something for the unit’s reunion, 
or the buddy down the street.  Here’s to all who served our nation so valiantly whenever 
FDOOHG�XSRQ�´� �/HW�XV�DOO� OLIW�RXU�JODVVHV�� �+HUH¶V�WR�WKH�PHPRULHV��³VWLOO�FRPLQJ�LQ�KRW´��
2XU�WKRXJKWV�DQG�SUD\HU�JR�RXW�WR�WKH�IDPLOLHV�RI�WKHVH�PHQ���/HW�XV�DOO�VWDQG��LI�DEOH��DQG�
VDOXWH�WKHVH�PHQ�GXULQJ�WKH�SOD\LQJ�RI�7$36���6DOXWH���/LIW�WKH�JODVV�LQ�WRDVW��

While we regret that our ranks here today are only about one half of what we had at our 
UHXQLRQ�ODVW�\HDU���,�ZDV�DW�DQ�HYHQW�UHFHQWO\�ZKHUH�WKH���WK�626�KDG�D�0HGDO�RI�+RQRU�
event last month for their men and helicopters at the USAF National Museum in Dayton, 
2KLR���,�UHFDOO�VHHLQJ�VHYHUDO�&&6�PHQ�WKHUH���5-�*UDKDP��%RE�%HFKWROG��1LFN�*RGDQR��
Jim Bolen and Randy Harrison at Dayton.  We are also missing some of the 155th AHC 
men who just celebrated their reunion recently in Washington DC.
2Q�D�PRUH�SRVLWLYH�QRWH���,�DP�SOHDVHG�WR�UHSRUW�WKDW�ZH�PDGH�RXU�DQQXDO�GRQDWLRQ�RI�

�������WR�WKH�62$���2XU�IXQGV�FRPH�VROHO\�IURP�WKH�����&���QRW�IRU�SUR¿W�¿UP��&&6�62*�
,1&��WKDW�KDQGOHV�WKH�VDOH�RI�285�%22.��+2/'�,7�83����7KH�VDOHV�DUH�JHWWLQJ�SUHWW\�WKLQ�
now since the publication was four years ago.  So I encourage those who don’t have a copy 
WR�VHH�PH�LQ�WKH�+RVSLWDOLW\�5RRP�WR�SXUFKDVH�D�ERRN�WKDW�,�FDQ�PDLO�WR�\RX�QH[W�ZHHN���
As always, I am pleased to provide a personalized autograph.  We only sold 57 books last 
year and only ten copies this year, causing our royalties to fall from $706 last year to half 
that so far this year.

Oh yes!  Speaking of books – do any of you recall the big old photo book we had at the 
orderly room in Ban Me Thuot?  Well, CSM Carl Franquet found it with some guy in Fort 
Campbell, Kentucky, and it was shipped up here several days ago to Clyde Sincere.  Our 
thanks to Clyde for helping us retrieve this treasure.  We will have it in the Hospitality 
Room after this breakfast.  
/DVWO\��,�WKDQN�P\�GDXJKWHU��'U��5REHUWD��IRU�KHU�VHUYLFH�DV�SUHVLGHQW�RI�WKH�&&6�62*�

Inc. Currently, she is working to keep our web site--CCS-SOG.org—up to date.  So, check 
it out and send me your emails with some suggestions on what we can do to improve it. 

Packed house for the Memorial Breakfast. Great attendance for Memorial Breakfast
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Dickie Crawford Memorial Breakfast

Au Revoir, Dickie Crawford 
2QH�RI�WKH�PRVW�HQMR\DEOH�HYHQWV�DW�62$5������ZDV�WKH�7XHVGD\�EUHDNIDVW�

in honor of our late, passionate mate, Dickie Crawford. Organized by his 
FORVH�IULHQG�DQG�&&1�PDWH��-RKQ�³6PLWW\´�6PLWK��ZH�ZHUH�SOHDVHG�WR�PHHW�
QRW�RQO\�&&1�UHFRQ�PHQ��EXW�'LFNLH¶V�VLVWHU���QDPH"�

To know Dickie was to know his passion for obtaining recognition for 
MACVSOG mates for awards earned but not ordered. To that end, Dickie 
UHOHQWOHVVO\� KRXQGHG� DQG� EDGJHUHG� &RQJUHVVLRQDO� DQG� PLOLWDU\� ṘFHV��
:KLOH�6HQDWRU�%LOO�1HOVRQ�DQG�KLV�VWD̆�EHFDPH�DOOLHV�RI� WKH�62$�GHVSLWH�
Dickie’s politically incorrect approach, the same cannot be said of a General 
RU�WZR��ZKR�³UHIXVHG´�'LFNLH¶V�GHPDQGV�IRU�LPPHGLDWH�DWWHQWLRQ�DQG�UHVXOWV��

Dickie’s devotion to obtaining just rewards for his mates did not come to 
him late in life. In the spring of 1969 at FOB 1 he asked me why I had not 
put in for a PH. He was a chase medic on August 30, 1968 on a mission to 
DVVLVW�57�*HRUJLD��XQGHU�DWWDFN�LQ�/DRV��,�ZDV�ZRXQGHG��EXW�GLG�QRW�SXW�LQ�
IRU�D�3+��5REHUW�6KLSSHQ�H[SHUWO\�VHZHG�PH�XS��
'LFNLH�¿UVW�GLVSDUDJHG�P\� VH[XDO� DELOLW\��1H[W��KH� DGYLVHG� WKDW�QR�RQH�

as ugly and stupid as I could ever attract a wife. But, in the unlikely event 
that I would marry AND have children, they would appreciate a memorial 
of my pathetic service. I did not know he was practicing for Senators and 
Generals. 

The photo of a BG pinning a PH on my fatigues is the best picture of 
me from Vietnam. My wife and children are grateful to Dickie and I was 
pleased to tell him that before he passed. 
'LFNLH�ZDV�RQH�RI�XV��ZDUWV�DQG�DOO��+LV�OLIHORQJ�VHUYLFH�ZDV�IRU�³ZH´��QRW�

IRU�³PH´�
%XW�ZH�GR�QRW�VD\�JRRGE\H��EXW�ELG�KLP�³DX�UHYRLU´��,�NQRZ�WKDW�ZKHQ�ZH�

walk, trembling, up the steps to the Pearly Gates, we will see Dickie at the 
entrance, barking at one of St. Peter’s startled, puzzled aides. 
³/HW�KLP�LQ�´��'LFNLH�ZLOO�GHPDQG��³-XVW�EHFDXVH�KH�SLVVHG�R̆�HYHU\�03�

KH�PHW�DQG�UHIXVHG� WR� VDOXWH�DQ\�QRQ�FRPEDW�DUPV�ṘFHU� VKRXOGQ¶W�EDU�
WKLV�UHFRQ�PDQ�IURP�KLV�ZHOO�GHVHUYHG�KHDYHQO\�SHDFH�´

Dickie will never be forgotten. 
Doug Godshall, Director, SOA
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BEAM Suntory Tasting 11/07/2016
62$� PHPEHU�� 7RQ\� %DQGLHUD� DQG� %($0�

Suntory have once again given us a Whiskey 
7RXU�RQ�������������7KLV�\HDU�RXU�WKHPH�ZDV�
Whiskey’s around the World.

About 85 people attended the Tasting, where 
we tasted Knob Creek, Alphroaid, Japanese 
7RNL�:LVNH\�DQG�$OYHUWD�5\H��(DFK�WDEOH�KDG�
a fruit and cheese plate along with the four 
whiskeys.

Rene Huerta and Anthony Bahnick from 
%($0�6XQWRU\��SXW�RQ�RXU�GHPRQVWUDWLRQ�RI�
the various liquors 
:H�ORRN� WR�GR�DQRWKHU�7DVWLQJ�QH[W�\HDU�DW�

SOAR.
Bill Werther
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John (Stryker) Meyer and wife Anna.John “Doc” Padgett & wife Vicki.

Highlights SOAR 2016

Cliff Newman and MG/R Eldon Bargewell

Brad Welker, Juli Brayton, of Troy Industries, John S. Meyer,

Hotel Orleans Awesome Bartender

Nguyen Cong Hiep - Interpreter, RT Idaho, Kim Holmes - 
daughter of Lonny Holmes.
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Diane LeTourneau Carter, Doug “The Frenchman” 
LeTourneau, Lacey LeTourneau - Doug’s daughter-in-law,  
L. J. LeTourneau - Doug’s son.

Highlights SOAR 2016

SOA Tally Committee Chairman Mike Keele, left, shaking 
hands with Lynne M. Black Jr.

Don Wolken, Dave Gordon, Doug “The Frenchman” Le 
Tourneau

63$'�3LORW�'RQ�'LQHHQ���7KH�VHFRQG�JX\�À\�LQ�VXSSRUW�RI�
Son Tay Raiders) Lynne M. Black Jr.

Cliff Newman, John S. Meyer, Doug “The Frenchman” 
LeTourneau, Eldon Bargewell

Eldon, Terrence “Fish” Smith, David Maurer
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Highlights SOAR 2016

Dave Marks,  Christy Marks, Ron Owens, Anna M. Meyer, 
Spider Parks and Lucia Parks.

Nguyen Cong Hiep, Ron Owens, Doug “The Frenchman” 
LeTourneau, Clete “Babysan” Sinyard, Lynne M. Black Jr., 
Bill Werther.

Kneeling from left: John S. Meyer, Bill Barclay, Tony Herrell, George “The Troll” Sternberg, Rick Estes, Steve Bayliss. Standing 
front, from left:  David Maurer, John Smith, Robert J. “Spider” Parks, Eldon Bargewell, Nguyen Cong Hiep, Clete “Babysan” 
Sinyard and Bill Werther. Standing back, from left: David Gordon, Cliff Newman, Don Wolken, Charles Borg,  Bob Gullett, 
Doug “The Frenchman” LeTourneau, Lynne M. Black Jr., Terrence “Fish” Smith and Ron Owens.

Members of ST/RT Idaho, Robert J. “Spider” Parks, Don 
Wolken, Nguyen Cong Hiep, John S. Meyer, Lynne M. Black 
Jr., Doug “The Frenchman” Le Tourneau

SFA Chap. 78 at SOAR - John Joyce, Brad Welker, Ed 
Barrett,  Mike Keele, Terry Cagnolatti.
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Highlights SOAR 2016

Posting of the colors by the Nellis AFB Honor Guard

Nellis AFB Honor Guard performs 
POW/MIA Table Ceremony

John (Stryker) Meyer and Judi Boyer 
Bouchard, sister of Alan Boyer.

Nellis AFB Honor Guard 
performs POW/MIA Table 
Ceremony

Passing of the Coin 
Ceremony between senior 
and junior SOA members

Rick Estes and CSM Shane Shorter

Kingbee pilots and crew members for a photo op during banquet

Brian and Natalie Vines, Linda and 
Rand Binford, Trish and Earnie Carbone
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Highlights SOAR 2016
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Highlights SOAR 2016
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CSM Shane Shorter Guest of Honor
This year’s Special 

Operations Association 
Reunion, was an 
enormous success and 
the capstone event of the 
reunion was the banquet 
and our Key Note Speaker 
CSM Shane Shorter, the 
Command Sergeant Major 
of 1st Special Forces Group 
�$LUERUQH��

CSM Shorter opened 
his evening’s remarks by 
H[SUHVVLQJ� KLV� SHUVRQDO�
appreciation, and the 
HQWLUH� �VW� 6)*�$�¶V� DSSUHFLDWLRQ�� IRU� WKH� JHQHURXV� VXSSRUW� WKH� 6SHFLDO� 2SHUDWLRQV�
$VVRFLDWLRQ� DQG� 6SHFLDO� 2SHUDWLRQV� $VVRFLDWLRQ� )RXQGDWLRQ� �62$)�� SURYLGHG� WR� KLV�
Soldiers and their families through the SOA/SOAF Gas Card Program which provides 
pre-paid debit cards that allow Special Operators to defer the fuel costs associated with 
travel to seek treatment for injuries and wounds.  
&60� 6KRUWHU� VKDUHG� KLV� SHUVRQDO� DSSUHFLDWLRQ� IRU� WKH� H[DPSOHV�� JXLGDQFH�� DQG�

mentorship by earlier SOF leaders and members of SOA, and that it was incumbent upon 
KLP�WR�OLYH�XS�WR�WKRVH�H[DPSOHV�RI�SURIHVVLRQDOLVP�DQG�LQVWLOO�WKHP�WR�WKH�QH[W�JHQHUDWLRQ�
of SF Operator. CSM Shorter spoke of the responsibility and obligation to our fallen 
EURWKHUV� WR�FDUU\�RQ�WKH�¿JKW�DJDLQVW�RXU�HQHPLHV�ZLWK� WKH�VDPH�XQVZHUYLQJ�GHYRWLRQ�
WKDW�GURYH�WKHP�WR�PDNH�WKH�XOWLPDWH�VDFUL¿FH���

CSM Shorter addressed the state of the Special Forces Regiment, and made clear that 
the Special Forces Regiment remains the best manned, trained, equipped, led, and 

combat capable force in the world.  CSM Shorter 
addressed the operational tempo of today’s 1st 
6)*�$���$IJKDQLVWDQ��,UDT��D�6)�%DWWDOLRQ�VXSSRUWLQJ�
WKH� 6SHFLDO� 2SHUDWLRQV� -RLQW� 7DVN� )RUFH� ¿JKWLQJ�
³,6,6´��VXSSRUW�WR�RSHUDWLRQV�LQ�WKH�3KLOLSSLQHV��DQG�
���H[HUFLVHV�ZLWK�SDUWQHU�QDWLRQV�DFURVV�$VLD�WR�QDPH�
but a very few missions.

  CSM Shorter closed his evening’s remarks by 
stating that the Special Operations Association 
HPERGLHV� WKH� VWDQGDUGV� RI� H[FHOOHQFH� E\� ZKLFK� KH�
measures himself, and to which he holds his military 
FRPUDGHV��&60�6KRUWHU�H[SUHVVHG�KLV�WKDQN�\RX�IRU�
the Special Operations Association’s support and 
IRU�LQYLWLQJ�KLP�WR�VSHDN�DW�62$5�;/��&60�6KRUWHU�
HQGHG� KLV� HYHQLQJ� E\� VWDWLQJ� ³*RG� EOHVV� \RX�� \RXU�
families, this organization, and the United States of 
$PHULFD´����
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Honorary Memberships  
and Presidents Awards

Marsha “Marti” Scott receives SOA Honorary Membership

SFA Executive Director Cliff 
Newman presents Ann Mills-
*ULI¿WKV�ZLWK�D�6)$�+RQRUDU\�
Membership

$QQ�0LOOV�*ULI¿WKV�UHFHLYHV�WKH�
SOA President’s Award

$QQ�0LOOV�*UL̇WKV�LV�&KDLUPDQ�RI�WKH�%RDUG�DQG�&KLHI�([HFXWLYH�
2̇FHU�RI�WKH�1DWLRQDO�/HDJXH�RI�32:�0,$�)DPLOLHV���6KH�LV�DOVR�
DQ� 0,$� VLVWHU�� � +HU� EURWKHU�� WKHQ�1DY\� /LHXWHQDQW� �JG�� -DPHV�
B. Mills, was lost on a low-level night bombing mission along 
5RXWH���RYHU�1RUWK�9LHWQDP�RQ����6HSWHPEHU��������$QQ�DQG�KHU�
IDPLO\�KDYH�EHHQ�LQYROYHG�ZLWK�WKH�1DWLRQDO�/HDJXH�RI�32:�0,$�
Families since its very earliest days.  Ann served as California and 
Regional Coordinator, then was elected to the Board of Directors 
and served four years before moving to Washington, D.C.  She 
VHUYHG�DV�/HDJXH�([HFXWLYH�'LUHFWRU�IRU����\HDUV��IURP������XQWLO�
������EHIRUH�UHWLULQJ�DQG�DFFHSWLQJ�UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV�DV�&KDLUPDQ�RI�
WKH�%RDUG�DQG�&(2�
$W� 62$5� ���� $QQ� ZDV� KRQRUHG� ZLWK� DQ� +RQRUDU\� /LIHWLPH�

Membership in the Special Operations Association by President 
5LFN�(VWHV�DQG�DQ�+RQRUDU\�/LIHWLPH�0HPEHUVKLS� LQ�WKH�6SHFLDO�
)RUFHV�$VVRFLDWLRQ�E\�6)$�([HFXWLYH�'LUHFWRU�&OL̆�1HZPDQ�
7KHQ��$QQ�ZDV�DZDUGHG�7KH�62$�3UHVLGHQW¶V�$ZDUG�RI�([FHOOHQFH�

for her acceptance of and assistance to the SOA POW/MIA 
&RPPLWWHH�� � 6LQFH� 9LHWQDP�HUD� 32:�0,$� IDPLOLHV� ¿UVW� IRUFHG�
the US Government to address their issues, the government has 
often changed the names of the mission and the agencies involved.  
Countless well-meaning people have come and gone.  Ann has been 
the one unswerving, dedicated champion who relentlessly marched 
forward for more than four decades, persevering to hammer home 
RQH�VLQJOH�PHVVDJH���WKH�UHWXUQ�RI�DOO�32:�DQG�PD[LPXP�SRVVLEOH�
accounting for those MIA.  She risked her own organization’s and 
her own credibility to assist us when the SOA POW/MIA Committee 
EHJDQ�WR�LQFUHDVH�RXU�RZQ�H̆RUWV�LQ�WKLV�DUHQD���:H�DUH�HWHUQDOO\�
JUDWHIXO�IRU�KHU�H̆RUWV��KHU�VXSSRUW�DQG�KHU�IULHQGVKLS�

$QQ�0LOOV�*ULI¿WKV�UHFHLYHV�62$�
Honorary Membership

John and Betty Vislosky receive a SOA Honorary Membership



From Jason Hardy, MACVSOG, Team History of a Clandestine Army delves into the murky world of OPS-35 and the 
Recon Teams that manned this project. Rare, full color photographs, team members in chronological order, notable 

missions, equipment, knives, weapons, uniforms, and of course insignia are all explored in exacting detail.

VISIT WWW.SPECIALFORCESHISTORY.COM FOR MORE INFO AND TO ORDER
THIS IS A LIMITED EDITION SERIES

MAC V SOG
TEAM HISTORY OF A CLANDESTINE ARMY
NOW AVAILABLE FROM HARDY PUBLICATIONS
The Award-Winning Series Chronicling The Team History Of Ops-35

VOLUME 5 FEATURES
RT Alabama (CCN/CCC)

RT Habu (CCN)
RT Michigan (CCN)

VOLUME 1 FEATURES
RT Arizona (CCC)

RT California (CCC)
RT Iowa (CCC)

RT North Carolina (CCN)

VOLUME 2 FEATURES
RT Krait (CCN)

RT New Mexico (CCC)
RT Ohio (CCC)

RT Washington (CCC)

VOLUME 3 FEATURES
RT Crusader (CCN)

RT Sidewinder (CCN)
RT Texas (CCC)

VOLUME 4 FEATURES
RT Auger (CCS)
RT Illinois (CCC)
RT Le Loi (CCN)

RT New Hampshire (CCC)

VOLUME 6 FEATURES
RT Adder (CCN)

RT Louisiana (CCN)
RT Nebraska (CCC)
RT Wyoming (CCC)

VOLUME 7 FEATURES
RT Nevada (CCC)

RT Oklahoma (CCN)
RT Pick (CCS)

RT Intruder (CCN)

VOLUME 8 FEATURES
RT Delaware (CCC)
RT Hawaii (CCC)

RT Intruder (CCN)

VOLUME 9 FEATURES
RT Arkansas (CCC)
RT Moccasin (CCN)

RT Ohio (CCN)
RT Rattler (CCN)

NEW!

$150 
each

+ $17
Shipping



VISIT WWW.SPECIALFORCESHISTORY.COM

WANTED

I am interested in all other items that you may have - Mike Force, SEAL, Force Recon, LRRP, etc. 
Please call or email for an offer. Also interested in items from post Vietnam covert ops - Central 

America, Grenada, Rhodesia etc.

PLAQUES
CCS / CCC / CCN $500 to $1000
Omega $500 to $1000
Sigma $500 to $700
Phoenix $500 to $700
Mike Force $500 to $1,000
Other SF Plaques $250 to $500
UNIFORMS
Indig Set $500 to $1,000
Tiger Stripe Set $250 to $500
1-0 Jackets $1000 and up
Modified Fatigues $250 to $750
Standard Uniforms $250 to $500
Other Camouflage  $250 and up
HEADGEAR
Berets $100 to $250
Embroidered 
Berets $250 to $700
Black 
Boonie Caps $250 to $500
Tiger Stripe Caps $250 and up
LIGHTERS
Zippo© w/ Presentation $250
Others $100 to $200
SOG IDENTIFICATION CARDS
SOG ID’s $250
Team Calling Cards $150
Others $75
FIGHTING KNIVES
SOG Knives $800 to $1,400
Presentation 
SOG Knives $1,500 to $2,000
Gerbers $350 to $500
Buffalo Bill 
Presentation Knives $500
Randalls $500 and up
EQUIPMENT
STABO Rigs $350 to $500
Hanson Rigs $250
Jungle Boots $75 to $150
Jungle Boots with 
Foot Print Sole $1,000
CAPTURED ITEMS
Ordinance $100 to $350
Uniforms $350 to $500
Headgear $100 to $250
INSIGNIA
Recon Team Patches $500 and up
Other Patches $150 to $500
Beer Can DIs $150 to $250

preservING your HISTORY
Seriously seeking original Special Forces artifacts for my personal collection and 

future publications of Special Forces History
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Special Operations Association
General Membership Meeting Minutes

19 October 2016
The Orleans Hotel & Casino Las Vegas, Nevada

Call to Order������3'7�� � � � � 3UHVLGHQW�(VWHV
Pledge of Allegiance     Virgil McVicker
Opening Prayer      Chaplain Grabianowski
Roll Call        Secretary Vines
62$�%RDUG�RI�2̇FHUV�'LUHFWRUV��3UHVLGHQW�(VWHV��93�7D\ORU��6HFUHWDU\�9LQHV��7UHDVXUHU�
%XVFHWWR��'LUHFWRU�*RGVKDOO��'LUHFWRU�%LQIRUG��DQG�'LUHFWRU�'D\�ZHUH�SUHVHQW��
62$�6SHFLDO�6WD̆�0HPEHUV�3UHVHQW�
Introduction of Guests �� � � � 3UHVLGHQW�(VWHV
&UHGHQWLDOV�5HSRUW�$QQRXQFHPHQW�RI�*0�3UHVHQW��DQG�LI�D�TXRUXP�KDV�EHHQ�VDWLV¿HG���
7KH�6HUJHDQWV�DW�$UPV�FRXQWHG�����PHPEHUV�SUHVHQW�ZKLFK�FRQVWLWXWHG�D�TXRUXP�� 
General Member’s Approval of GMM Agenda.  Motion to approve was made by Mike 
Keele, seconded by Virgil McVicker, and unanimously approved. 
BUSINESS MEETING:
Regular Business:
Approval of SOAR XXXIX General Membership��0HHWLQJ�0LQXWHV�DV�FRQWDLQHG�
LQ�WKH�62$5�;/�353����0RWLRQ�WR�DSSURYH�ZDV�PDGH�E\�/RQQ\�+ROPV��VHFRQGHG�E\�
Bulldog Smith, and unanimously approved.
Financial Report and Budget�ZDV�SUHVHQWHG�E\�7UHDVXUHU�%XVFHWWR���7KH�¿QDQFLDOV�
are posted on the SOA website.  Motion to approve the budget was made by Rick 
Gabrianowski, seconded by George Metz, and unanimously approved.
SOA Scholarship Committee Report. Chairman McClure briefed the membership 
WKDW�WKHUH�DUH����62$�6FKRODUVKLS�UHFLSLHQWV�DQG�WKH�VFKRODUVKLS�IXQG�H[FHHGV�WKH�
������UHTXLUHPHQWV���+H�DOVR�EULHIHG�%2'�GHFLVLRQV�WR�LQFUHDVH�VHPHVWHU�VWLSHQGV�
WR��������EHJLQQLQJ�LQ������DQG�WR�DGG�VSRXVHV�WR�HOLJLEOH�UHFLSLHQWV���&KDUOHV�%HUJ�
recommended the BOD consider increasing current recipients’ stipends to $1,500.
SOA Brightlight Committee Report.   Chairman Meyer briefed the membership 
WKDW�KH�KDG�VL[�DSSOLFDQWV��KRZHYHU�IRXU�KDG�WR�ZLWKGUDZ�IRU�KHDOWK�DQG�RQH�ZDV�QRW�
eligible. One SOA member received a full ride to the reunion.
SOA Warriors Family Committee Report. Chairman Werther briefed that he had 
three applicants.  One for a full ride and two for registration fees only.
SOA Chaplain’s Report. Chaplain Grabianowski reverently read the list of SOA 
members that passed or remains returned since the last SOAR followed by a moment of 
silence.
SOA Riders Committee Report. Chairman Carrell highlighted the SOAR Ride 
$FURVV�$PHULFD�ULGH�DQG�WKH�H[FHOOHQW�YLVLW�RI�WKH�62$�5LGHUV�WR�WKH�)W�6LOO�/DZWRQ�9$�WR�
WKH�<HOORZ�:LQJ��ZKLFK�LV�QDPHG�WKH�6SHFLDO�2SHUDWRUV���$�SODTXH�ZDV�SUHVHQWHG�WR�WKH�
ZDUG�RQ�EHKDOI�RI�WKH�62$���/DVWO\��7RP�SUHVHQWHG�D�FKHFN�IRU������WR�WKH�%ULJKWOLJKW�
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Fund from the SOA Riders.
Bill Sylvester SOA Tally Committee Report. Chairman Keele briefed there were 
three open positions and three candidates.  He received 53 votes during the election.  He 
requested that all envelopes containing ballots have a return address to aid in validating.
By Laws Committee. �6HFUHWDU\�9LQHV�EULHIHG�WKH�SURSRVHG�%\�/DZV�FKDQJH�RQ�EHKDOI�
RI�&KDLUPDQ�&XQQLQJKDP���7KH�SURSRVHG�%\�/DZV�FKDQJHV�ZHUH�UHÀHFWHG�LQ�WKH�62$5�
;/�353�SHU�WKH�SOA By Laws.  A motion to approve was made by Rick Grabianowski, 
VHFRQGHG�E\�3HWH�/DXUHQFH��DQG�DSSURYHG�E\�WKH�PDMRULW\���9LUJLO�0F9LFNHU�YRWHG�
against the change and requested the amendment be amended to be considered a loan 
IURP�WKH�/LIH�0HPEHUVKLS�DFFRXQW�UDWKHU�WKDQ�D�JUDQW�
Nomination Committee Report.  Chairman Vines briefed that three positions will 
EH�XS�IRU�HOHFWLRQ�QH[W�\HDU��3UHVLGHQW��9LFH�3UHVLGHQW��DQG�'LUHFWRU�3ODFH���� 
Special Operations Association Foundation Report. Director Godshall briefed 
the membership on Fundraising, the SOAF, and the SOAF Gas Card Program.
MG Singlaub Award Report.� 6HFUHWDU\�9LQHV�KLJKOLJKWHG�WKH�DZDUGLQJ�RI�WKH�¿UVW�
0*�6LQJODXE�$ZDUG�WR�&:��9DOGH]���WK�6SHFLDO�)RUFHV�*URXS�DW�WKH�86$62&�5HG�DQG�
Black Ball.
6ZHDULQJ�LQ�QHZO\�HOHFWHG�62$�2̇FHUV�'LUHFWRUV� 3UHVLGHQW�(VWHV
7UHDVXUHU���3HWH�%XVFHWWR
'LUHFWRU���&KULV�0F&OXUH
'LUHFWRU���5DQG�%LQIRUG
'LUHFWRU���0LNH�7D\ORU
� 5HFRJQLWLRQ�����<HDU�62$�0HPEHUV��3UHVLGHQW�(VWHV�0*�%DUJHZHOO
� 5HFRJQLWLRQ�����<HDU�62$�0HPEHUV��3UHVLGHQW�(VWHV�0*�%DUJHZHOO
� 5HFRJQLWLRQ�����<HDU�62$�0HPEHUV��3UHVLGHQW�(VWHV�0*�%DUJHZHOO
� 5HFRJQLWLRQ�����<HDU�62$�0HPEHUV��3UHVLGHQW�(VWHV�0*�%DUJHZHOO
New Business:
For the Good of the Order�� � � � � 3UHVLGHQW�(VWHV
0RQWDJQDUG�8SGDWH��7RP�7XUQH\�
A member proposed that we add USAF Pararescuemen assigned to the Jolly Green 
Giants to the approved member list for SOA membership.
(OGRQ�%DUJHZHOO�DQQRXQFHG�DQ�LQLWLDWLYH�WR�¿QG�QHZ�PHPEHUV�WKURXJK�LQWHUQHW�GDWD�
mining.  He asked SOA Members to provide names of friends who are not members.  
/HRQDUG�7LOOH\�UHVSRQGHG�WKDW�KH�KDG�WKH�QDPHV�RI�WKRVH�WKDW�VHUYHG�LQ�)2%����&OL̆�
1HZPDQ�SOHGJHG�WKH�DVVLVWDQFH�RI�WKH�6)$�RQFH�WKH\�UHFRYHU�IURP�WKH�UHFHQW�ÀRRGV�
&OL̆�1HZPDQ�JDYH�DQ�XSGDWH�RQ�WKH�6)$�1DWLRQDO�+4�LQ�)D\HWWHYLOOH��1&���5RFN�&UHHN�
KDG�ULVHQ���¶�DQG�PRVW�RI�WKH����DFUHV�ZDV�XQGHU���ò¶���7KH�ÀRRGV�GHVWUR\HG�UHFRUGV�
and memorabilia.  The anticipated cost for cleanup is $30,000 and the HQ will be down 
IRU�VL[�PRQWKV
Motion to Adjourn was made by Mel Hill, seconded by Virgil McVicker, and 
unanimously approved. The meeting was adjourned at 1550.
Respectfully Submitted by 
Brian R. Vines 
Secretary, Special Operations Association
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On 1 April 2016, the Special Operations Association lost a true patriot. Ramon 
C. Calafell, Jr. (SOA 2878 – HL) was, by all accounts, a great Soldier, husband, 
father, and friend. Sadly, Ray has passed on.
Ray was one of the main reasons I joined the SOA. We had talked a few times, 
and he encouraged me to join the Association. Soon after joining though, Ray 
had a terrible stroke and I was diagnosed with terminal Parkinson’s Disease. 
We struck up a solid friendship in which we would talk by phone at least a 

couple of times a month, sometimes weekly. No subject was off limits. We would tell stories, discuss our 
conditions, families, outlook, heck - you name it, we probably talked about it. Ray was a great listener 
and always had great advice and a positive outlook; he made me smile. Our talks sometimes lasted for 
hours, and I always looked forward to them. Ray Calafell was a friend like no other. We became very 
close but yet never actually met. I only knew Ray through his voice – which I miss dearly. Here’s to you 
my friend – God Speed.
I would like to reach out to all of our members and encourage each one to tell the 
story of their time in service. As you know, we are losing too many, too fast, and with 
each loss, their incredible story. Let’s capture what we did for future generations. 
Please contact Mr. Dennis J. Cummings, Archivist, Special Operations Association, 
if you are interested.
Respectfully, 
Marshal “Duke” Hall SFA  
Decade Club #229 SOA 2847 - GL

$�)ULHQG�/RVW
Ramon C. Calafell, Jr.

Special Operations Association Advertising Rate Sheet

Back Outside Cover $1700
Front and Back Inside Cover $1500

Interior Full Page $1400
Interior ½ Page $400
Interior ¼ Page $275

Front Outside Cover is Not Available

ALL ADS ARE FULL COLOR
Camera Ready Artwork is furnished by advertiser.

Ads must be approved by publication manager in advance.
Ads must be consistent with current SOA guidelines.

Ads are based upon space availability.

For more information contact:   
Clyde J. Sincere, Jr. 

598N 1620W 
St. George, Utah 84770-6691 
sincere@skyviewmail.com
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SOA Tally Committee Report Of   
2016 Vote Count

7R���� 5LFN�(VWHV���3UHVLGHQW��62$� ����������
 Board of Directors
)URP�� 0LNH�.HHOH��7DOO\�&RPPLWWHH�&KDLUPDQ�

6XEMHFW���RESULTS OF THE BALLOT COUNT FOR THE 2015 ELECTION.
7KLV�\HDU��ZH�KDG�WKUHH�GLUHFWRU�VHDWV�ZKLFK�QHHGHG�WR�EH�¿OOHG���2QO\�WKUHH�DVSLUDQWV�

chose to run, and therefore, the outcome was fairly predicable.  The total number of ballots 
received this year amounted to less than a third of the tally for last year, when the number 
of positions open was greater-and widely contested.
7KHUH�ZHUH�QR�GL̇FXOWLHV�RI�DQ\�VLJQL¿FDQFH��EXW�RQH�DQRPDO\�ZKLFK�RFFXUV�HDFK�\HDU�

might be remedied with an instruction added to the ballot form.  A small percentage of the 
voters chose not to put a return address on their envelopes.  Without knowing who sent 
in the ballot, we can’t vet the voter’s eligibility to vote until we open the envelope, which 
RFFXUV�DW�WKH�WLPH�RI�WKH�EDOORW�FRXQW���7KLV�ZDV�QRW�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�SUREOHP�EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�
small turn out.

With an instruction in the ballot directing the voter to put his name and SOA membership 
QXPEHU�ZKHUH�WKH�UHWXUQ�DGGUHVV�LV�Ḋ[HG��WKH�YHWWLQJ�SURFHVV�LV�OHVV�WLPH�FRQVXPLQJ��
and can be done prior to the counting of ballots. 

A complaint voiced on notes included with a small number of ballots asked that return 
envelopes be provided.
Respectfully Submitted,
Mike Keele, Tally Committee chairman
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Swearing in of  
1HZ�2̇FHUV�DQG�'LUHFWRUV

62$5�VZHDULQJ�LQ�RI�QHZ�RI¿FHUV�DQG�GLUHFWRUV�
Left to Right: Vice President Mike Taylor, Director Chris McClure, Director Rand Binford and Treasurer Pete Buscetto
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SOA Nominating Committee and  
SOA Board Elections - (2017)

1. 7KH�62$�ZLOO� HOHFW� D�3UHVLGHQW��9LFH�3UHVLGHQW� DQG� RQH�'LUHFWRU� IRU� WKUHH� ���� \HDU�
WHUPV�H̆HFWLYH�GXULQJ�WKH�62$5�;/,�*HQHUDO�0HPEHUVKLS�0HHWLQJ�

��� SOA Members competing for an open position must also agree to serve as a Director 
on the Special Operations Association Foundation.

3. ,Q�RUGHU�WR�³FRPSHWH´�IRU�DQ\�%RDUG�SRVLWLRQ��D�PHPEHU�PXVW�EH�HLWKHU�DQ�$QQXDO��RU�
/LIH��*HQHUDO��PHPEHU�LQ�³JRRG�VWDQGLQJ´��DQG�KDYH�DWWHQGHG�DW�OHDVW�RQH�����RI�WKH�
ODVW�WKUHH�����62$5¶V��LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�GD\�EHIRUH�WKH�*HQHUDO�0HPEHUVKLS�0HHWLQJ��WKH�
*HQHUDO�0HPEHUVKLS�0HHWLQJ��*00���DQG�WKH�%DQTXHW�SULRU�WR�FRPSHWLQJ�IRU�ṘFH��

��� ,QWHUHVWHG�FDQGLGDWHV�VKRXOG�VXEPLW�D�GLJLWDO�SLFWXUH�DQG�D�VKRUW�ELR��QR�PRUH�WKDQ�
����ZRUGV��WR�DQ\�PHPEHU�RI�WKH�0HPEHUVKLS�&RPPLWWHH�1/7����$SULO��������7KH�
&RPPLWWHH� FRQVLVWV� RI� &KDLUPDQ� %ULDQ� 5�� 9LQHV�� 62$� �� �����*/� DW�brian.vines@
aol.com��&O\GH�-��6LQFHUH��-U��62$�������*/�DW���sincere@skyviewmail.com; and Jay 
0DVVH\��62$�������*/�DW�jaymassey@jaymasseyco.com.

5. 7KH�62$5�;/,�3UH�5HJLVWUDWLRQ�3DFNHW��353��ZLOO�FRQWDLQ�WKH�ELR�SKRWR�GDWD�DQG�WKH�
2̇FLDO�62$�(OHFWLRQ�%DOORW��ZLWK�VSDFHV�XQGHU�HDFK�FDWHJRU\�SRVLWLRQ�IRU�DQ\�ZULWH�LQ�
FDQGLGDWHV��WR�PDLO�WR�WKH�&KDLUPDQ�RI�WKH�62$�7DOO\�&RPPLWWHH��1/7����6HSWHPEHU�
�����IRU�WDEXODWLRQ�DQG�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�DW�WKH�62$5�;/,�*HQHUDO�0HPEHUVKLS�0HHWLQJ�

6. Queries may be addressed to any member of the Nominating Committee.
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SOA Financials 
3UR¿W�DQG�/RVV��-DQ����'HF���������

Cash Basis Monday, December 26, 2016 03:49 AM GMT-8
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SOA Financials 
3UR¿W�DQG�/RVV��-DQ����'HF���������

Cash Basis Monday, December 26, 2016 03:49 AM GMT-8

This report was condensed for AAR (Detailed P/L available on SOA Website)_PJB
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Fundraising Report and 
 Silent Auction Winners

SUBJECT:  SOAR XL Fund Raising:

'XULQJ�WKH�FRQGXFW�RI�62$5�;/��WKH�62$�UDLVHG��������IURP�LWV�FKDULWDEOH�DFWLYLWLHV�

62$�$QQXDO�5D̈H�:LQQHUV�

;0���(��&RPPHPRUDWLYH�&DUELQH���-RKQ�)��0XOOLQV��62$�������*/����7LFNHW�����������
'RQDWHG�E\�752<�$506�,QGXVWULHV��$OO�UHYHQXH�JDUQHUHG�ZDV�GLUHFWHG�WR�VXSSRUW�WKH�
SOA General Fund. $�WRWDO�RI����������ZDV�UDLVHG�RQ�WKH�VDOH�RI�UD̈H�WLFNHWV�

7KH�*HQHUDO�*HRUJH�6��3DWWRQ��-U���7ULEXWH�6LQJOH�$FWLRQ�5HYROYHU���'HQQLV�&RH�RI�
$SSOHWRQ��:LVFRQVLQ���7LFNHW�����������D�IULHQG�RI�62$�0HPEHU�7RP�6NDXJ��62$���
�����*$���'RQDWHG�E\�$PHULFD�5HPHPEHUV¶��LQ�FRQFHUW�ZLWK�WKH�62$�DQG�-RH�&RQORQ��
62$��������*$���$OO�UHYHQXH�JDUQHUHG�ZDV�GLUHFWHG�WR�VXSSRUW�WKH�62$�3HUVRQDO�9LGHR�
History Project Fund. $�WRWDO�RI����������ZDV�UDLVHG�RQ�WKH�VDOH�RI�UD̈H�WLFNHWV

62$�³6LOHQW�$XFWLRQ´�³+L�%LGGHU´�0DMRU�:LQQHUV�

GLOCK, Inc., USA���/DUU\�0��3DJH��62$��������*$���'RQDWHG�E\�*/2&.��,QF���86$���
62$�PHPEHU�&KHVWHU�+RZDUG��62$��������*/�IDFLOLWDWHG�WKH�VHFXULQJ�RI�WKLV�³6LOHQW�
$XFWLRQ´�3UL]H�RQ�EHKDOI�RI�WKH�62$���7KDQN�\RX��&KHVWHU�

SOAR XL Commemorative Knife:  0LNH�.HHOH��62$��������*$��'RQDWHG�E\�-RKQ�
(WWHQ��RI�+HULWDJH�&ROOHFWDEOHV�

Bow, Compound, Hunting:  /HRQDUG�7LOOH\��62$��������*$���'RQDWHG�E\�5LFKDUG�
:��³'LFN´�'LRJXDUGL��62$�������*/��

Knife, Kamikoto:  6FRWW�'H$UPDQ��62$��������*$���'RQDWHG�E\�³5LFN´�
*UDELDQRZVNL��62$��������*/�

Knife, Tactical :��6FRWW�'H$UPDQ��62$��������*$���'RQDWHG�E\�-H̆UH\�6WRQH��D�IULHQG�
RI�%LOO�:HUWKHU��62$������*/��DQG�/DUU\�7ULPEOH��62$�������*/�

Knife, DMO, Green:  /RQQ\�+ROPHV��62$��������*$���'RQDWHG�E\�-H̆UH\�6WRQH��D�
IULHQG�RI�%LOO�:HUWKHU��62$�������*/��DQG�/DUU\�7ULPEOH��62$�������*/�
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Fundraising Report and 
 Silent Auction Winners

SOAR XL Contributors:  The following Corporations, Individuals, and Organizations 
GRQDWHG�³6LOHQW�$XFWLRQ´�LWHPV��'RRU�3UL]HV��62$�$UFKLYDO�LWHPV��DQG�RU�&DVK�LQ�
support of the SOA George C. Morton Memorial Scholarship Program, the SOA 
2SHUDWLRQ�³%ULJKWOLJKW´�3URJUDP��WKH�62$�:DUULRU¶V�)DPLO\�3URJUDP��7KH�62$�3HUVRQDO�
9LGHR�+LVWRU\�3URMHFW��DQG�WKH�6SHFLDO�2SHUDWLRQV�$VVRFLDWLRQ�)RXQGDWLRQ���62$)����
Thank you, one and all.  There were a few prizes that were not bid on, or, the bidder 
GLG�QRW�SURYLGH�WKH�³PLQLPXP�ELG´�UHTXLUHG���7KHVH�SUL]HV�ZLOO�DJDLQ�EH�PDGH�DYDLODEOH�
GXULQJ�WKH�FRQGXFW�RI�WKH�62$5�;/,�³6LOHQW�$XFWLRQ´�SURFHVV�LQ�2FWREHU������

7KH�2UOHDQV�+RWHO�	�&DVLQR� 7KH�6SHFLDO�2SHUDWLRQV�$VVRFLDWLRQ
7KH�62$�5LGHUV��7RP�&DUUHOO�� $QKHXVHU�%XVFK��,QF�
+HULWDJH�&ROOHFWDEOHV��-RKQ�(WWHQ�� */2&.��,QF���86$��&KHVWHU�+RZDUG�
%($0�681725<��$��-��³7RQ\´�%DQGLHUD�� $OWRJHWKHU�$PHULFDQ��//&��.HQ�3HFN�
752<�$506�,QGXVWU\� 3(36,�&2/$��,QF�
Keith McKim Mark Kinsler
³5LFK´�'��0XOORZQH\� 3DXO�0��'X̆\
-H̆UH\�6WRQH��/DUU\�7ULPEOH�%LOO�:HUWKHU�� -DPHV�$��*DVWRQ
%UXFH�&KULVWHQVHQ� ³5LFN´�*UDELDQRZVNL
$0(5,&$�5(0(0%(56��3DXO�:DUGHQ�� -RH�3DUQDU
+��³-DNH´�-DFREVRQ�� +HQGHUVRQ�³5LGJH´�0DUULRW
)UHG�/LQGVH\� -DVRQ�0��+DUG\
5LFKDUG�:��³'LFN´�'LRJXDUGL� %DWWOH¿HOG�9HJDV��'HQQLV�&XPPLQJV�
&KDSWHU�;;,��6)$��.HQ�.LOPHU�� -RKQ�*RRG

SOAR XL Vendors:
Mark Kinsler Bruce Christensen
-RKQ�(WWHQ��+HULWDJH�&ROOHFWDEOHV�� -RH�3DUQDU
-DVRQ�+DUG\� %ULDQ�3DLQH��(DUO�%URXVVDUG�
Keith McKim James Gaston
9LUJLO�0F9LFNHU� 15$��-H̆�2YHUFDVK�
6WHYH�6KHUPDQ� )UHG�/LQGVH\��&&6�
57th�$+&�³*ODGLDWRUV´� 63$'6��'RQ�(QJHEUHWVHQ�
2$6,6� 6703��*HRUJH�&ODUN�
752<�$506�,QGXVWULHV��-XOL�%UD\WRQ�� 62$�5LGHUV��7RP�&DUUHOO�
%($0�6XQWRU\��$�-��³7RQ\´�%DQGLHUD�� ³:KLWH�6WDU´��5D\�$PEUR]DN�
62$�$UFKLYHV��'HQQLV�&XPPLQJV�� 62$�40�6$/(6��%RE�6WUDQJH�
7(;$6�+2/'�µ(0��³&RUN´�0RWVHWW�
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TAPS
Member’s Name Member Number Date of Death 
&KULVWRSKHU��.HPS� ����*/� ����������
5LFKDUG�5RVH� �����*/� ��������
5XVVHOO�'DOH�$OOHQ� �����*$� ����������
5REHUW�6NHDQV� �����*/� ����������
(XJHQH�0DQQHU� �����*/� ����������
%LOO�'DGHN� �����*/� ��������
5REHUW�+DOO� �����*$� ��������
Mike Bingo 3186-GA 01-17-16
&KDUOHV�*UD\� �����*/� ��������
7KR�3KXQJ�1JX\HQ� �����2$� ��������
6WHSKDQLH�&]HFK�5DGHU� �����+/� ��������
(GZDUG�/HVHVQH� ����*/� ��������
/\OH�5H[�+LOO� �����*/� ��������
%LOO�3RPHUR\� �����*/� ��������
)UHGHULFN�&UDQH� �����*$� ��������
-RKQ�$JQHZ� ����*$� ��������
+DUODQ�6DQGHOO� �����*$� ��������
$ODQ�%R\HU� 5HPDLQV�5HWXUQHG� ��������
5D\�&DODIHOO� �����+/� ��������
-HURPH�/HG]LQVNL� �����*$� ����������
)UHG�3ODWW� ����*/� ����������
5REHUW�:KLWLV� �����*$� ���������
&KDUOHV�%DUNVGDOH� ����*/� ���������
5LFKDUG�&UDZIRUG� �����*$� ���������
$OOHQ�%RGNLQ� ����*/� ���������
&HFLO�&DUOH� �����*$� ���������
7KRPDV�+HQU\� ����*$� ���������
.HQQHWK�*DUGQHU� �����*/� ���������
7\OHU�)XUELVK� �����*/� ���������
-DPHV�7D\ORU� �����*/� ���������
5REHUW��%RE��%XUWRQ� ���*/� ����������
/LHX�4XDQJ�1JKLD� ���*$� ����������
7KRPDV�0DUVKDOO�&DUOLQ� ����*/� ����������
-RKQ�³6FRWW\´�&UHUDU� ����*$� ����������
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2016 Registar’s Report
62$5�;/�PDUNHG�WKH���WK�DQQLYHUVDU\�RI�WKH�6SHFLDO�2SHUDWLRQV�$VVRFLDWLRQ���
765 members and guests celebrated this milestone in our history. 

0HPEHU�$WWHQGDQFH�
 305 General
� ��� $VVRFLDWH
 5 Operational Associate
� �� +RQRUDU\
 7 Warrior Widows

It has been an honor to serve the membership as the SOA Reunion Registrar over the 
past 5 years.  I want to thank each of the 50+ volunteers who have shared their time and 
talent over the years to ensure a successful reunion.  Without dedicated volunteers our 
annual reunions would not be possible.  For those who have not taken the opportunity 
WR�YROXQWHHU�LQ�WKH�SDVW��SOHDVH�FRQVLGHU�LW�LQ�WKH�IXWXUH���<RX�ZLOO�¿QG�LW�D�YHU\�UHZDUGLQJ�
H[SHULHQFH�
,�HQFRXUDJH�HYHU\RQH�WR�DWWHQG�62$5�LQ�������DQG�HQFRXUDJH�\RXU�EXGGLHV�WR�DWWHQG�

also. 

Have a great year. 
Ray Frovarp SOA Registrar
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Membership Committee Report
The SOA was saddened by the sudden death of Ray Calafell, the SOA Membership 

&KDLUPDQ� IURP� ����� ±� ������ � 5D\¶V� FRPPLWPHQW� WR� XSKROG� WKH� 62$� PHPEHUVKLS�
standards was unparalleled.  He worked tirelessly to keep the member database updated 
and current, and to assist new applicants processing their membership packets.  Ray had 
a wonderful sense of humor and was very eloquent in his communications with everyone.  
Ray will be missed.

As the new Membership Chair, I submit that I will continue to maintain the same 
standard that Ray set during my tenure.  I would like to thank Ray Frovarp, Peter Buscetto 
and the SOA leadership for their support and patience while I was getting grounded. I am 
ORRNLQJ�IRUZDUG�WR�WKH�1HZ�<HDU�DQG�D�JUHDW�ZRUNLQJ�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�WKH�OHDGHUVKLS�DQG�
members.  

If you have any changes to your contact information or wish to add an emergency 
FRQWDFW�RU�QH[W�RI�NLQ�LQIRUPDWLRQ��SOHDVH�¿OO�RXW�WKH�FKDQJH�IRUP�DQG�UHWXUQ�LW�WR�PH��1R�
FRQWDFW�LQIRUPDWLRQ�ZLOO�EH�VKDUHG�ZLWK�DQ\RQH�ZLWKRXW�\RXU�SULRU�FRQVHQW���<RX�FDQ�DOVR�
just send me an email with any changes.
$QQXDO�PHPEHU�GXHV� IRU� �����ZHUH�SD\DEOH� LQ� -DQXDU\�� � ,I� \RX�KDYH�QRW� SDLG� \RXU�

DQQXDO�GXHV�EHIRUH����-DQXDU\��\RX�DUH�ODWH���/DWH�GXHV�DUH�������7KH�HDVLHVW�DQG�PRVW�
secure way to pay your annual dues is on our website, under Membership.  Or you can 
FRPSOHWH�WKH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�WKH������'XHV�,QYRLFH�IRUP��QH[W�SDJH��DQG�UHWXUQ�LW�WR�PH�
with the appropriate check made payable to SOA.  If you are not certain of your dues 
status, just contact the Membership Chair.
7KH������62$�UHFUXLWLQJ�\HDU��-DQXDU\�WKURXJK�'HFHPEHU�������HQGHG�ZLWK�WKH�DGGLWLRQ�

RI����QHZ�PHPEHUV�
� ��� �*HQHUDO
 5 Associate
� �� 2SHUDWLRQDO�$VVRFLDWH
 3 Honorary
 1 Warrior’s Widow 
Membership applications are now available and can be completed on the SOA website.  

A paper application is included in this publication. Copy it and encourage those you know 
to join. 

Felix Peterson, Membership Chairman
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Archive and Video History Project  
Update for the AAR 2016

7KLV�\HDU� LV� WKH���WK�DQQLYHUVDU\�DQG�62$5�;/�ZDV�D�
great event.  I was fortunate to have three volunteers 
working with me at the Archive table this year.  Terry 
Cadenbach returned to help for a second year and was 
joined by Kenyon Smith and Greg Judge.  The three of 
WKHP�KDQGOHG�D�ORW�RI�WUḊF�DW�WKH�WDEOH�DQG�ZHUH�DEOH�WR�
schedule interviews in my absence.  I want to thank all of 
them for the great job they did and hope they will return 
QH[W�\HDU�

During SOAR the SOA Archive received a number of items.  Jay Hammond brought in 
D�YLQ\O�'R'�(VFDSH�DQG�(YDVLRQ�PDS�LVVXHG�WR�KLP�LQ�9LHWQDP���2Q�GLVSOD\�ZDV�D�SODTXH�
GRQDWHG�E\�0DUVKDOO�³'XNH´�+DOO�IRU�KLV�VHUYLFH�DW�WKH�2QH�=HUR�6FKRRO�LQ�/RQJ�7KDQK���
His leather plaque from his time at 10th Group in Germany drew a lot of attention, as 
well.  The Archives also received copies of photos of RT Kansas, donated by Terrence W. 
³)LVK´�6PLWK���-RKQ�&��2ZHQ�GRQDWHG�VHYHUDO�SKRWRV�DQG�D�FRS\�RI�KLV�5HFRQGR�6FKRRO�
*UDGXDWLRQ�&HUWL¿FDWH����7KH�62$�$UFKLYH�JUHDWO\�DSSUHFLDWHV�DOO�GRQDWLRQV���:H�VWLOO�QHHG�
donations of photos, uniforms, equipment and anything else our members can come up 
with.  While we have more than we did four years ago, it still only represents a small part 
of what SOG and their support units did during the war in Vietnam.  We need those items 
to help keep your history alive.  Please send all items for the SOA Archive directly to me 
at the address listed below.

This year the SOA Video History Project conducted 15 interviews as well as covering the 
Dick Crawford Breakfast and the SOA Banquet.  We also interviewed Hiep C. Nguyen, 
WKH�IRUPHU�LQWHUSUHWHU�IRU�67�57�,GDKR���)RU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�ZH�ZHUH�DEOH�WR�UHFRUG�ZKDW�LW�
was like to be an indigenous member of a Recon Team running cross boarder missions 
into denied areas.  I want to thank everyone who participated in the SOA Video History 
Project this year.  We are fast approaching the 100 interview mark with over 95 interviews 
conducted to date.  To everyone who has not been interviewed,  please consider doing 
RQH�DW�WKH�QH[W�62$5���,W�LV�VR�LPSRUWDQW�WR�FDSWXUH�\RXU�KLVWRU\�DQG�WKDW�RI�62*�LQ�DQ�
interview.  Once a person passes, their history is lost to us forever.   This work would not 
EH�SRVVLEOH�ZLWKRXW�IXQGLQJ�� �3OHDVH�PDNH�D�WD[�GHGXFWLEOH�GRQDWLRQ�WR�WKH�62$�9LGHR�
History Project.  Anything you can give will help.  Reaching out to members who are in 
poor health and not able to travel is part of what we are tasked to do.  Trips to record their 
history are costly and donations help cover those high costs.  All donations to the Video 
History Project must be clearly marked for the Video History Project.  Please send your 
contribution to either myself or the SOA Treasurer.  Our information is listed below. 
,�ORRN�IRUZDUG�WR�VHHLQJ�HYHU\RQH�QH[W�\HDU�DW�62$5�

3HWH�³%86´�%XVFHWWR��
Treasurer
Special Operations Association
����$VKWRQ�2DNV�&LUFOH
/DNHODQG��)ORULGD�������

Dennis J. Cummings, 
Archivist and Chairman of the Video History Project
Special Operations Association
�����7D\ORU�$YH��%ULGJHWRQ��02������
Djc106@aol.com
��������������+RPH
��������������&HOO
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SPECIAL OPERATIONS ASSOCIATION
Early Warning Order

SOAR XLI

:+$7���62$5�;/,

:+(1������������2FWREHU�����

:+(5(���7KH�2UOHDQV�+RWHO�&DVLQR
�������:HVW�7URSLFDQD�$YHQXH
��/DV�9HJDV���1HYDGD������

����������������
  www.Orleanscasino.com/Groups

1RWH��������,I�UHVHUYDWLRQV�DUH�PDGH�XVLQJ�D�&UHGLW�&DUG��RU�'HELW�&DUG�� 
¿UVW�QLJKWV�GHSRVLW�ZLOO�EH�FKDUJHG�LPPHGLDWHO\�

'($'/,1(��7KH�³'HDGOLQH´�IRU�QHJRWLDWHG�UHGXFHG� 
62$5�$FFRPPRGDWLRQ�5DWH�LV������6HSWHPEHU������

5$7(6�
D���6XQGD\�WKURXJK�7KXUVGD\���������7D[���5HVRUW�)HH���3HU�'D\��
E���)ULGD\�DQG�6DWXUGD\����������7D[���5HVRUW�)HH���3HU�'D\��

1RWH�������:KHQ�PDNLQJ�\RXU�5HVHUYDWLRQV��,QIRUP�5HVHUYDWLRQV�WKDW�\RX�DUH�ZLWK�WKH�
6SHFLDO�2SHUDWLRQV�$VVRFLDWLRQ�DQG�SURYLGH�WKHP�WKH�*URXS�&RGH���

A7SOC10

That is:  “Alpha-Seven-Oscar-Charlie-One-Zero

See You At SOAR XLI



49

SPECIAL OPERATIONS ASSOCIATION

49

SPECIAL OPERATIONS ASSOCIATION

SOA Foundation (SOAF) 
Gas Card Program

During the SOA Reunion in Las Vegas, Guest Speaker CSM Shane Shorter praised the 
SOAF for its Gas Card Program and its efforts to aid SOF Warriors and their families.  
The SOAF Gas Card Program provides $1,000 in Gas Debit Cards to Special Operations 
units to assist wounded and injured SOF with “out of pocket” transportation expenses 
to receive medical treatment at civilian hospitals.   In 2016, the SOAF assisted the 1st 
and 5th Special Forces Groups. 

Also during the SOA Reunion, the SOAF donated $1,000 to the OASIS Group (501c3) 
for their assistance to SOA Members in filling out VA claims.

Our goal is to help the Soldiers and families of all Special Operations units but we 
need your help in raising additional funds.   Please consider donating to the SOAF at 
https://soafoundation.net/donate/.  

SOAF Update
Gas Card Program
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7R��62$�%RDUG�RI�'LUHFWRUV
)U���62$�2SHUDWLRQ�%ULJKWOLJKW�&RPPLWWHH�&KDLUPDQ��-RKQ�6��0H\HU
� &RPPLWWHH�PHPEHUV��7LP�6FKD̆��5LFN�*UDELDQRZVNL��3HWH�%XVFHWWR
5H��$QQXDO�5HSRUW�RQ�62$�5HFLSLHQWV�RI�%ULJKWOLJKW�$VVLVWDQFH�IRU�62$5�;/������
'DWH��1RYHPEHU��������

)RU�62$5�;/�WKH�62$�%ULJKWOLJKW�&RPPLWWHH�DSSURYHG�RQH�IXOO�ULGH�WR�WKH�UHXQLRQ�IRU�
one SOA member who was in good standing.
6LQFH�62$5�;;;,;��WKH�FRPPLWWHH�KDG�VL[�SRWHQWLDO�%/�FDQGLGDWH�QDPHV�VXEPLWWHG�

IRU�FRQVLGHUDWLRQ�RI�DVVLVWDQFH�WR�DWWHQG�62$5�;/��+RZHYHU��IRXU�ZLWKGUHZ�WKH�
applications that had been submitted in their names due to personal health issues. One 
%/�FDQGLGDWH�IDLOHG�WR�PHHW�WKH�FULWHULRQ�HVWDEOLVKHG�LQ�WKH�62$�%\�/DZV�QHFHVVDU\�WR�
receive assistance and was regrettably rejected by me personally, before submitting that 
applicant’s name to the full committee for consideration. 
7KH�RQH�PHPEHU�DWWHQGHG�62$5�;/�WKDQNV�WR�WKH�JHQHURVLW\�RI�62$�PHPEHUV�

in general, the SOA Riders and SOA Member Joe Conlon, in particular, who have 
made numerous, generous donations since the SOA BOD established the Brightlight 
&RPPLWWHH�LQ�����
:H�WKDQN�&O\GH�6LQFHUH�IRU�RYHUVHHLQJ�WKH�%/�IXQG�UDLVLQJ�FDPSDLJQ�DQG�62$�

7UHDVXUHU�3HWH�%XVFHWWR�IRU�ZRUNLQJ�FORVHO\�ZLWK�WKH������UHFLSLHQW�WR�ZRUN�RXW�DOO�WKH�
WUDYHO�DQG�UHLPEXUVHPHQW�GHWDLOV��LQFOXGLQJ�SD\LQJ�WKH�¿QDO�KRWHO�ELOO�LQ�D�WLPHO\�IDVKLRQ�
while maintaining anonymity. 
3HU�WKH�62$�%2'¶V�DSSURYHG�SROLF\��%/�UHFLSLHQWV�QDPHV�DUH�QRW�SXEOLFO\�

DFNQRZOHGJHG��8SRQ�UHTXHVW��WKH�%/�FKDLUPDQ�ZLOO�VKDUH�WKLV�UHFLSLHQW¶V�QDPH�ZLWK�WKH�
SOA president.
+HUH�LV�WKH�FRVW�EUHDNGRZQ�RI�%/�H[SHQVHV�FRPSLOHG�E\�3HWH�IRU�WKH�%/�5HFLSLHQW�IRU�

62$5�;/�

$LU�IDUH� �������
Stipend [$300 per man]; $300.00
SOA Registration fee – [$160 per man]; $160.00
+RWHO�&RVWV�IRU�62$5� �������
Grand Total $946.00

As of this date, the SOA Brightlight fund has $9,000+ remaining after this total was 
paid. 
,¶G�OLNH�WR�WKDQN�%/�&RPPLWWHH�PHPEHUV�5LFN�*UDELDQRZVNL��7LP�6FKDDI�DQG�3HWH�

Buscetto for another year of service to our committee. 
Respectfully submitted, 
John S. Meyer, Operation Brightlight Committee Chairman

Brightlight Committee  
Final Report for SOAR XL 2016
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Warrior’s Family Fund Report

)RU�62$5�����ZH�KDG�VL[�SHRSOH�DSSO\�IRU�DVVLVWDQFH�IURP�RXU�62$�:DUULRU¶V�)DPLO\�
)XQG��ZH�DSSURYHG�IRXU�DV�IROORZV�
 We honored each request with various support. Not all applicants needed a full 
assistance package. 

���5LFKDUG�)LWWV�0,$�1RYHPEHU�¶����6RQ��5LFKDUG�)LWWV��-U��UHFHLYHG�D�IXOO�ULGH
���$OOHQ�/OR\G�0,$�)HEUXDU\¶����6LVWHU��0DU\�/OR\G�UHFHLYHG�UHJLVWUDWLRQ�RQO\�
3. Fianceé, Sherry Rubin received registration only
���-XGL�%URXFKDUG�UHFHLYHG�UHJLVWUDWLRQ�RQO\��VKH�ZDV�D�VSHDNHU�DQG�JXHVW�

All recipients had a great time and talked with numerous friends of the deceased.

Respectfully submitted, 
Bill Werther, Chairman
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SPECIAL OPERATIONS ASSOCIATION
Scholarship Grant Program

�5HJXODU�$SSOLFDQW�&DWHJRU\�

FACTS:  Special Operations Association Scholarship Grants are awarded by the SOA and 
must be used at an accredited, Junior College, Community College, Four-year College or 
8QLYHUVLW\�IRU�VWXGLHV�WKDW�ZLOO�OHDG�WR�D�%DFKHORU¶V�'HJUHH���(DFK�*UDQW�LV�IRU��������SHU�
VHPHVWHU�QRW�WR�H[FHHG��������SHU�\HDU��0D[LPXP�RI�IRXU�����\HDUV�DQG�SDLG�DW�WKH�UDWH�RI�
�������SHU�)DOO�DQG�6SULQJ�6HPHVWHUV����)RU�LQVWLWXWLRQV�ZKLFK�DUH�RQ�WKH�4XDUWHU�V\VWHP��
DQ�DGMXVWPHQW�LV�PDGH�VXFK�WKDW�WKH�DZDUG�GRHV�QRW�H[FHHG��������SHU�\HDU���)URP�WLPH�
to time donors will designate additional funds for other scholarship awards to our pool of 
applicants, and these may also be administered or referred to the donor by the SOA.
BASIC GRANT CRITERIA AND ELIGIBILITY:  An applicant must be a high school 
graduate or a high school student anticipating graduation during the year of application, 
XQGHU�WKH�DJH�RI����\HDUV�DW�WKH�WLPH�RI�DSSOLFDWLRQ�DQG�LV�D�FKLOG�RU�JUDQGFKLOG��QDWXUDO�RU�
legally adopted, of an individual who served in a Special Operations unit and is a member 
in good standing of the SOA. Such SOA member must remain a member in good standing 
for the duration of the scholarship awarded.  A child or a grandchild of an individual who 
was KIA or MIA while serving in a Special Operations unit is also eligible to apply.  A 
student who is already attending an institution of higher learning may apply, provided that 
WKH\�ZHUH�XQGHU����\HDUV�RI�DJH�DW�WKH�WLPH�WKDW�WKH\�EHJDQ�WKHLU�VWXGLHV�DW�WKH�LQVWLWXWLRQ��
and have been enrolled full-time and in good standing since beginning their studies, and 
KDYH�QRW�\HW�UHFHLYHG�D�%DFKHORU¶V�'HJUHH���(OLJLELOLW\�LV�UHGXFHG�E\�RQH�\HDU�IRU�HDFK�\HDU�
����FUHGLW�KRXUV��DOUHDG\�DWWHQGHG��HDUQHG��DW�DQ�LQVWLWXWLRQ�RI�KLJKHU�OHDUQLQJ�
APPLICATIONS:  Application packages are available from 15 September of the previous 
year to 15 March of the year that the scholarships will be awarded.  The postmark deadline 
for the submission of all formal applications is 15 April of the year the scholarships will 
be awarded.
AWARDS:  2Q� DSSUR[LPDWHO\� ��� -XQH� RI� WKDW� \HDU�� VHOHFWHHV�UHFLSLHQWV� RI� D� 6SHFLDO�
2SHUDWLRQV�$VVRFLDWLRQ�6FKRODUVKLS�*UDQW�ZLOO�EH�DSSURSULDWHO\�QRWL¿HG�E\�PDLO�
INFORMATIONAL:  $V�RI�-XQH�����������\RXQJ�PHQ�DQG�ZRPHQ�KDYH�EHHQ�DZDUGHG�
scholarships since the program began in 1983.

Special Operations Association 
Scholarship Committee

c/o Christopher E. McClure, Chairman 
715 North Bloodworth Street 

Raleigh, North Carolina 27604-1229 
cmcclure@tech-architect.com

5HYLVHG����-DQXDU\�����
³<RX�KDYH�QHYHU�OLYHG�XQWLO�\RX�KDYH�DOPRVW�GLHG��)RU�WKRVH�ZKR�KDYH�IRXJKW�IRU�LW��OLIH�KDV�D�ÀDYRU�WKH�SURWHFWHG�ZLOO�QHYHU�NQRZ�´�
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George C. Morton  
Memorial Scholarship Program

³<RX�KDYH�QHYHU�OLYHG�XQWLO�\RX�KDYH�DOPRVW�GLHG��)RU�WKRVH�ZKR�KDYH�IRXJKW�IRU�LW��OLIH�KDV�D�ÀDYRU�WKH�SURWHFWHG�ZLOO�QHYHU�NQRZ�´�

63(&,$/�23(5$7,216�$662&,$7,21

Scholarship Grant Program
�6SRXVH�DQG�:LGRZ�$SSOLFDQW�&DWHJRU\�

FACTS:  Special Operations Association Spouse and Window Scholarship Grants are 
awarded by the SOA and must be used at an accredited, Junior College, Community 
College, Technical School, Four-year College or University for studies that will lead to an 
Associate or Bachelor’s Degree, or in the case of a technical school program, a course of 
VWXG\�FRPSOHWLRQ�FHUWL¿FDWH���(DFK�*UDQW�LV�IRU��������SHU�VHPHVWHU�QRW�WR�H[FHHG��������
SHU�\HDU��0D[LPXP�RI�IRXU�����\HDUV�DQG�SDLG�DW�WKH�UDWH�RI��������SHU�)DOO�DQG�6SULQJ�
6HPHVWHUV��� �)RU� LQVWLWXWLRQV�ZKLFK�DUH�RQ�WKH�4XDUWHU�V\VWHP��DQ�DGMXVWPHQW� LV�PDGH�
VXFK�WKDW�WKH�DZDUG�GRHV�QRW�H[FHHG��������SHU�\HDU�
BASIC GRANT CRITERIA AND ELIGIBILITY:  An applicant must be a high school 
graduate, and is the wife of an individual who is serving in a Special Operations unit and 
is a member in good standing of the SOA. Such SOA member must remain a member in 
good standing for the duration of the scholarship awarded.  A widow of an individual who 
was KIA or MIA while serving in a Special Operations unit is also eligible to apply.  A wife 
or widow who is already attending an institution of higher learning may apply, and have 
been enrolled full-time and in good standing since beginning their studies, and have not 
\HW�UHFHLYHG�D�%DFKHORU¶V�'HJUHH���(OLJLELOLW\�LV�UHGXFHG�E\�RQH�\HDU�IRU�HDFK�\HDU�����FUHGLW�
KRXUV��DOUHDG\�DWWHQGHG��HDUQHG��DW�DQ�LQVWLWXWLRQ�RI�KLJKHU�OHDUQLQJ�
APPLICATIONS:  Application packages are available from 15 September of the previous 
year to 15 March of the year that the scholarships will be awarded.  The postmark deadline 
for the submission of all formal applications is 15 April of the year the scholarships will 
be awarded.
AWARDS:  2Q� DSSUR[LPDWHO\� ��� -XQH� RI� WKDW� \HDU�� VHOHFWHHV�UHFLSLHQWV� RI� D� 6SHFLDO�
2SHUDWLRQV�$VVRFLDWLRQ�6FKRODUVKLS�*UDQW�ZLOO�EH�DSSURSULDWHO\�QRWL¿HG�E\�PDLO�
INFORMATIONAL:  The Spouse and Widow category is new, and was authorized by 
the Special Operations Association Board of Directors for the academic year starting in 
WKH�)DOO�RI������

Special Operations Association 
Scholarship Committee

c/o Christopher E. McClure, Chairman 
715 North Bloodworth Street 

Raleigh, North Carolina 27604-1229 
cmcclure@tech-architect.com

5HYLVHG����-DQXDU\�����
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:H�ZLVK�WR�FRQYH\�RXU�DSSUHFLDWLRQ� IRU� WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\� WR�DWWHQG�62$5�;/�� �2$6,6�
*URXS� GHSOR\HG� DVVHWV� WKDW� DOORZHG� XV� WR� IXOO\� VWD̆� WKH� WDEOH� \RX� SURYLGHG� ZLWK� WZR�
RI�RXU�FODLPV�H[SHUWV� IURP�2FWREHU���WK� WR� WKH���WK�� �'XULQJ� WKDW� WLPH�SHULRG��2$6,6�
UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV�ZHUH�DEOH�WR�
3URYLGH�DGYLFH�RU�DVVLVWDQFH�WR����62$�PHPEHUV��
Are remaining in contact with 3 SOA members to complete initial or re-opened claims.
Advised several members already working with other Veteran Service Organizations 

additional issues that needed to be added to their claims prior to submission.
7RWDO�FRVW�LQFXUUHG�E\�2$6,6�*URXS�ZDV����������62$)�GRQDWLRQ��������
1RWDEOHV�� ��� 62$� FRQWDFWHG� 2$6,6� SULRU� WR� WKH� SXEOLFDWLRQ� RI� WKH� 353� UHTXHVWLQJ�

2$6,6�SUHSDUH�D� IXOO�SDJH� �7HDU�2XW�� LQVHUW�RXWOLQLQJ� VHUYLFHV�SURYLGHG��GRFXPHQWDU\�
UHTXLUHPHQWV��FRQWDFW�SRLQW��HWF��7KLV�ZDV�SURYLGHG�DQG�VHHPHG�H̆HFWLYH�DV�D�PHDQV�WR�
JHW�LQIRUPDWLRQ�WR�62$�PHPEHUV��VHH�DWWDFKPHQW������62$�UHTXHVWHG�WKDW�2$6,6�*URXS�
SURYLGH�D�VHPLQDU�IRU�QH[W�\HDU¶V�UHXQLRQ�����:H�DSSUHFLDWH�WKH�VXSSRUW�SURYLGHG�E\�62$�
in facilitating our Board meeting. This is very important to continuity and direction of 
OASIS Group operations. 

OASIS Post Event Report

The OASIS Group

Our goal at The OASIS Group is to ensure that all active duty/Veteran 
Special Operations personnel have access to accredited professional 
DQDO\VLV�RI�WKHLU�FODLPV�LQ�SXUVXLW�RI�9HWHUDQV�$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ�EHQH¿WV�

The OASIS Group assists the Special Operations Warrior through its 
comprehensive understanding of the Veterans Administration processes 
and systems to ensure fair and thorough evaluation.

OASIS Group will provide its unique services to SOA members at 
SOAR XL from October 17th to the 21st.

To assist OASIS Group to help you we request you bring copies of all 
pertinent VA decisions and medical evidence in connection with your VA 
claim. We will be able to develop viable courses of action based on this 
information.

To schedule an appointment send an e-mail to OASIS Group at:  
customersvc@oasisgrp.org.
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SOA Policy Statement Reminder
7KH�IROORZLQJ�DSSOLHV�WR�PHPEHUV�DQG�JXHVWV�GHVLULQJ�WR�PDLQWDLQ�D�9HQGRU�7DEOH�V��DQG�
RU�SODFH�$GYHUWLVHPHQWV�LQ�HLWKHU�WKH�62$5�$IWHU�$FWLRQ�5HSRUW���62$5�$$5��RU�62$5�
3UH�5HXQLRQ�3DFNHW���62$5�353��

a. VENDOR/EXHIBITOR:  The SOA has a policy relating to items sold to 
DWWHQGHHV�DW�DQ\�62$5���9HQGRUV�DQG�RU�([KLELWRUV�PXVW�HQVXUH�WKDW�DOO�LWHPV�
R̆HUHG�� DUH� LQ� ³JRRG� WDVWH´�� ³QRW� RI� TXHVWLRQDEOH�PRUDO� YDOXH´� DQG� ³ZLOO� QRW�
UHÀHFW� QHJDWLYHO\� RQ� WKH� 62$´�� � 9HQGRUV� DQG� ([KLELWRUV� DJUHH� WR� ZLWKGUDZ�
from display and/or sale of any items deemed unacceptable and/or not in 
good keeping with SOA policy.  Unless previously approved, items bearing the 
62$�/RJR�ZLOO�QRW�EH�GLVSOD\HG��QRU�R̆HUHG�IRU�VDOH���1R�9HQGRU�RU�([KLELWRU�
VKDOO�DVVLJQ��VXEOHW��RU�VKDUH�DOORWWHG�VSDFH�ZLWK�DQRWKHU�9HQGRU�RU�([KLELWRU�
XQOHVV�SULRU�DSSURYDO�KDV�EHHQ�REWDLQHG���9HQGRUV�DQG�RU�([KLELWRUV�DUH�VROHO\�
responsible for their wares.  Neither, the Orleans Hotel/Casino or the Special 
Operations Association will assume responsibility for any lost or stolen items.

b. ADVERTISEMENTS:  The SOA has a policy relating to any Advertisement 
placed in either the SOAR AAR or SOAR PRP.  Any prospective Advertiser 
desiring to place an Advertisement in either the AAR or PRP must ensure that 
WKH�$GYHUWLVHPHQW� LV� LQ� ³JRRG� WDVWH´�� ³QRW�RI�TXHVWLRQDEOH�PRUDO�YDOXH´��DQG�
³ZLOO�QRW�UHÀHFW�QHJDWLYHO\�RQ�WKH�62$��RU�DQ\�RI�LWV�PHPEHUV´�

c. SOA RESPONSIBLE AGENT:   The Chairman, SOA Fund Raising Committee 
LV�WKH�UHVSRQVLEOH�³$JHQW´��DFWLQJ�RQ�EHKDOI�RI�WKH�62$�%RDUG�RI�2̇FHUV�DQG�
Directors in all matters relating to acceptance, or rejection of  prospective 
9HQGRU�([KLELWRU� UHTXHVWV�� RU� 3ODFHPHQW� RI� $GYHUWLVHPHQWV� � LQ� HLWKHU� 62$�
annual publications. 

d. SOA BOARD:  )LQDOO\�� LQ� WKH� HYHQW� D� SURVSHFWLYH� 9HQGRU�([KLELWRU� RU�
Advertiser does not agree with the decision of the Chairman, SOA Fund Raising 
&RPPLWWHH�� WKH�62$�%RDUG� LV� WKH�¿QDO�DUELWUDWRU�� �$Q\WKLQJ�WKDW� LW�GHHPV� LV�
inappropriate will not be allowed for display or publication.   
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Endowments, Bequests and Wills
A number of SOA members have expressed an interest in including the association as 
D�EHQH¿FLDU\�RQ�WKHLU�ZLOOV��RU�RWKHU�HVWDWH�SODQQLQJ���7KH�62$�KDV�EHHQ�UHTXHVWHG�WR�
provide some information on what would be necessary to accomplish this task.

First - It is imperative that the membership understand that the SOA cannot provide 
any legal advice, or, can any information imparted to the membership be relied upon as 
³OHJDO�DGYLFH�RU�OHJDO�ODQJXDJH�VẊFLHQW�IRU�DOO�SHUVRQV��MXULVGLFWLRQV�DQG�FLUFXPVWDQFHV�´��
Prospective benefactors must realize that laws on descent and devise, wills, trusts and 
estates vary from state to state.  Typically, the laws of the state in which the benefactor 
ZDV�GRPLFLOHG�JRYHUQ�WKH�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�RI�KLV�HVWDWH��WKRXJK�HYHQ�WKLV�FDQ�EH�D̆HFWHG�E\�
property in other states.

Second - Any member considering the SOA as a benefactor in his will must consult an 
attorney or licensed estate planner to ensure compliance with the laws of his state.  For 
H[DPSOH��RQH�DVSHFW�RI�WUXVW�DQG�HVWDWH�ODZV�WKDW�GRHV�YDU\�VLJQL¿FDQWO\�LV�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�
ZLWQHVVHV�QHFHVVDU\�IRU�D�FRGLFLO�RU�DQ�DPHQGPHQW�WR�D�ZLOO��RU�IRU�WKH�FUHDWLRQ�RI�DQ�HQWLUH�
ZLOO� LWVHOI��WR�EH�YDOLGO\�FUHDWHG�DQG�UHFRJQL]HG�E\�WKH�FRXUWV�DQG�ODZ��DQG�ZKHWKHU�WKH�
document must have each of the witnesses’ signatures notarized.  Despite those variations 
in law, having at least two witness signatures notarized should ensure legal validity in 
most cases.  Nevertheless, everyone is encouraged to consult an attorney to ensure that 
all laws and requirements have been met in all estate planning.

Third - The Special Operations Association will accept no responsibility or liability 
ZKDWVRHYHU�IRU�KDUP��GL̇FXOW\��RU�LQYDOLGLW\�RI�DQ\�ZLOO�RU�RWKHU�HVWDWH�SODQQLQJ�GRFXPHQW�
ZKLFK�LV�DGYHUVHO\�D̆HFWHG�E\�D�PHPEHU��RU�KLV�IDPLO\¶V��VROH�UHOLDQFH�RQ�WKLV�ODQJXDJH�
ZLWKRXW� FRQVXOWLQJ� D� TXDOL¿HG� DWWRUQH\�� OLFHQVHG� LQ� WKH� VWDWH� LQ� ZKLFK� WKH�PHPEHU� LV�
domiciled.

Fourth - The following is provided as possible language that could be included in a will 
ZKHUH�WKH�WHVWDWRU�ZLVKHG�WR�OHDYH�VRPHWKLQJ�WR�WKH�6SHFLDO�2SHUDWLRQV�$VVRFLDWLRQ�

I. General language for a Bequest

A. ³,�JLYH�DOO�P\�UHDO�DQG�SHUVRQDO�SURSHUW\�WR�WKH�6SHFLDO�2SHUDWLRQV�$VVRFLDWLRQ��D�
veteran’s fraternal organization, in care of Brian Vines, Secretary, SOA, located at 
����&ROHPDQ�'ULYH�7KH�9LOODJHV��)/��������IRU�LWV�XQUHVWULFWHG�XVH�´��2U��

B. ³,�JLYH�DOO�P\�UHDO�DQG�SHUVRQDO�SURSHUW\�WR�WKH�6SHFLDO�2SHUDWLRQV�$VVRFLDWLRQ��D�
veteran’s fraternal organization, in care of Brian Vines, Secretary, SOA, located at 
����&ROHPDQ�'ULYH�7KH�9LOODJHV��)/��������IRU�WKH�VSHFL¿F�SXUSRVH�RI�VXSSRUWLQJ�
�RQH�RI�WKH�IROORZLQJ�VSHFL¿F�SURMHFWV��

1. The SOA George C. Morton Memorial Scholarship Program Fund.

��� 7KH�62$�%ULJKWOLJKW�3URJUDP�)XQG�

3. The SOA Personal Video History Project Fund.

��� 7KH�62$�:DUULRU¶V�)DPLO\�)XQG�

5. The SOA General Fund.

II. 6SHFL¿F�%HTXHVW�ODQJXDJH�

A. ³,�JLYH�BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB������DPRXQW��GHVFULSWLRQ�RI�LWHP��H�J���FDU��
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boat, etc., legal description of real property - home, farm, etc., or a % of residue 
RU�UHPDLQGHU�RI�HVWDWH��D�VSHFL¿F�DVVHW�VWRFN�VHFXULW\��WR�WKH�6SHFLDO�2SHUDWLRQV�
Association, a veteran’s fraternal organization, in care of Brian Vines, Secretary, 
62$��ORFDWHG�DW������/RRNRXW�/DQH��.LVVLPHH��)O�������������IRU�LWV�XQUHVWULFWHG�
XVH�´��2U�

B. ³,� JLYH� BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB� ����� DPRXQW�� GHVFULSWLRQ� RI� LWHP�� H�J��� FDU��
boat, etc., legal description of real property – home, farm, etc., or a % of residue 
RU�UHPDLQGHU�RI�HVWDWH��D�VSHFL¿F�DVVHW�VWRFN�VHFXULW\��WR�WKH�6SHFLDO�2SHUDWLRQV�
Association, a veteran’s fraternal organization, in care of Brian Vines, Secretary, 
62$�� ORFDWHG� DW� ����� /RRNRXW� /DQH�� .LVVLPHH�� )O� ����������� IRU� WKH� VSHFL¿F�
SXUSRVH��RQH�RI�WKH�IROORZLQJ�VSHFL¿F�SURMHFWV��

1. The SOA George C. Morton Memorial Scholarship Program Fund.

��� 7KH�62$�%ULJKWOLJKW�3URJUDP�)XQG�

3. The SOA Personal Video History Project Fund.

��� 7KH�62$�:DUULRU¶V�)DPLO\�)XQG�

5. The SOA General Fund.

C. If at any time in the judgment of the governing body of the Organization, it is 
deemed impossible or impracticable to carry out the stated purpose of the bequest, 
the governing body of the Organization shall determine a purpose as near as 
possible to the purpose stated in the bequest.

III. �7KHUH�DUH�D�PXOWLWXGH�RI�RWKHU�SRVVLELOLWLHV��VRPH�RI�ZKLFK�DUH�

A. *LYLQJ�DOO�RU�D�SHUFHQWDJH�RI�ZKDW�UHPDLQV�RI�DQ�HVWDWH�DIWHU�DOO�VSHFL¿F�EHTXHVWV�
KDYLQJ�EHHQ�VDWLV¿HG�DQG�GHEWV�DQG�H[SHQVHV�KDYH�EHHQ�SDLG��WKH�³UHVW��UHVLGXH�
DQG�UHPDLQGHU�RI�WKH�HVWDWH´��

B. *LYH�DOO�RU�D�SRUWLRQ�RI�\RXU�HVWDWH�LQ�WKH�HYHQW�WKDW�D�QDPHG�EHQH¿FLDU\�LV�QRW�DOLYH�
when the testator dies.

C. (VWDEOLVK� D� WHVWDPHQWDU\� FKDULWDEOH� WUXVW� LQ� RQH¶V� ZLOO�� ZLWK� D� ³SRXU�RYHU´�
clause to designate which assets are to be placed in a trust with income 
SDLG� WR� RQH� RU� PRUH� EHQH¿FLDULHV� IRU� WKHLU� OLIHWLPH�� ZLWK� WKH� WUXVW� JRLQJ� WR�
WKH� YHWHUDQ¶V� RUJDQL]DWLRQ� XSRQ� WKH� GHDWK� RI� WKH� ODVW� LQFRPH� EHQH¿FLDU\� 
(VWDEOLVK�D� WUXVW� LQ�SHUSHWXLW\� LQ�RQH¶V�ZLOO�� IXQGHG�E\� VRPH�DVVHW�V��� �H�J���/LIH�
,QVXUDQFH��ZLWK�WKH�EHQH¿FLDU\�EHLQJ�WKH�YHWHUDQ¶V�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�DQG�WKH�QHW�LQFRPH�
to be paid to the veteran’s organization and to be disbursed by the governing body 
RI�WKH�YHWHUDQ¶V�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�HLWKHU�IRU�D�VSHFL¿F�SXUSRVH�RU�LQ�WKHLU�VROH�GLVFUHWLRQ�

Note - For your planning purposes, the Special Operations Association is recognized by 
WKH�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�'HIHQVH��'2'���DQG�E\�WKH�,QWHUQDO�5HYHQXH�6HUYLFH��,56��DV�D�QRQ�
SUR¿W�YHWHUDQV�RUJDQL]DWLRQ������F��������RSHUDWLQJ�RQ�WD[�GHGXFWLEOH�GRQDWLRQV���(,1���
��������������6KRXOG�\RX�KDYH�DQ\�TXHULHV�ZKDWVRHYHU��DW�DQ\WLPH��DOZD\V�FRQVXOW�ZLWK�
your attorney.
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SOA Charities have always depended on the generosity of our members and their 
families. From the very beginning, this is how we have always operated and, for the 
most part, this is how we will most likely continue to operate into the future.  To make 
WKLV�HDVLHU�DQG�PRUH�ḢFLHQW�IRU�HYHU\RQH��WKH�%RDUG�RI�'LUHFWRUV�KDV�YRWHG�WR�EHJLQ�D�
new program that allows our members, their families and friends, as well as  the general 
public to make donations on a planned monthly basis in a way that is hassle free and 
easy to manage.
Members can use the attached Form or sign up on-line to begin making payment on a 
monthly basis that are comfortable to their unique budgets and circumstances.

7KH�3ODQQHG�0RQWKO\�*LYLQJ�3URJUDP�LV�GHVLJQHG�WR�NHHS�WKH�0HPEHU�¿UPO\�LQ�FRQWURO�
DW�DOO�WLPHV�
9�Members choose the charity�WKH\�ZDQW�WR�VXSSRUW���6LPSO\�FKHFN�WKH�ER[�QH[W�WR�

the fund you want to have your donation applied.  

9�Members choose how much to donate each month by entering the dollar amount 
RQ�WKH�0RQWKO\�&RQWULEXWLRQ�/LQH���7KHUH�DUH�QR�KLJK�RU�ORZ�OLPLWV��EHORZ�������
PRQWK��DQG�PHPEHUV�DQG�HQWHU�DQ\�QXPEHU�LQ�$10.00 increments �����������������
HWF���
 

9�Members choose how they want their donation to be paid by selecting one of the 
available options.

9�Members choose when they want their donations to be paid by selecting the day 
when it is most convenient for them to have debit card, automatic withdrawals or 
credit card charges made to their accounts.

9�Members may change any of these options at any time at their convenience.  They 
can elect to increase or decrease the amount of their donation,  how it’s to be paid, 
when it’s to be paid, from what account it’s to be drawn from or can simply withdraw 
from the program at any time. 

Planned Monthly Giving Program
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7KH�3ODQQHG�0RQWKO\�*LYLQJ�3URJUDP�ZDV�GHVLJQHG�WR�PD[LPL]H�FRQWURO�IRU�RXU�PHPEHUV�
while minimizing hassle and involvement.  Register just one time; forget about it until you 
want to make a change.

(DFK�RI�WKH�LQGLYLGXDO�62$�&KDULWLHV�DQG�WKH�*HQHUDO�)XQG�KDYH�EHHQ�VHW�XS�RQ�WKH�QHZ�
web site with this program to allow you to take advantage of making monthly donations.  
It is simple and easy to do. 

%HIRUH�\HDU�HQG�\RX�FDQ�JR�WR�WKH�62$�:HE�6LWH��KWWS���ZZZ�VSHFLDORSHUDWLRQV�RUJ� and 
\RX¶OO�¿QG�D�QHZ�WDE�HQWLWOHG�“Planned Monthly Giving Program.”  For now though, 
even though it is not activated, you can get a feel of how it will work when you go to any 
of the charities listed under the Donate On-Line Header on the bottom right side of the 
home page.  This is currently set up for one- time donations.

(DFK� RI� WKH� FKDULWLHV� DQG� IXQGV� FXUUHQWO\� DYDLODEOH� IRU� SDUWLFLSDWLRQ� DUH� OLVWHG� DQG� DV�
new ones are brought on line they will be added to this list.  For now though, just scroll 
GRZQ�XQWLO�\RX�¿QG�WKH�RQH�\RX�ZDQW�WR�VXSSRUW�¿UVW��FOLFN�RQ�LW�DQG�\RX�ZLOO�VHH�D�EULHI�
GHVFULSWLRQ�RI�WKH�FKDULW\�DQG�D�EXWWRQ�WLWOHG�³Donate Now�´��

Clicking this button credits this and all future donations to your selected charity.  Again you 
can select any amount starting at just $10.00, $20.00 or as much as you are comfortable 
giving.  After entering the dollar amount you will be asked to complete the phishing 
protection input which is an electronic means of protecting you and your account.  Just 
enter whatever crazy combination of letters and numbers, being sure to use capitals as 
indicated, on the screen.  

This will open a secure portal where you can choose to make your contribution an on-
JRLQJ�FRQWULEXWLRQ�E\�FKHFNLQJ�WKH�ER[� LQ�WKH�XSSHU�ULJKW�FRUQHU�RU� OHDYH� LW�EODQN�DQG�
\RXU�GRQDWLRQ�ZLOO�EH�D�RQH�WLPH�GRQDWLRQ���2QFH�\RX�KDYH�FRPSOHWHG�WKDW��MXVW�¿OO�LQ�WKH�
remainder of the information for your credit or debit card and that is all there is to it.  This 
ER[�LV�ZKDW�ZLOO�PDNH�LW�SRVVLEOH�IRU�continuous giving���:KHQ�WKLV�ER[�LV�DFWLYDWHG��
\RXU�FKHFN�R̆�ZLOO�PHDQ�WKH�DPRXQW�\RX�KDYH�GHVLJQDWHG�ZLOO�EH�ZLWKGUDZQ�IURP�\RXU�
account on a monthly basis.

We encourage every member to identify at least one SOA Charity or fund you will support 
through the Planned Monthly Giving Program and to start supporting them on a monthly 
basis with whatever amount is most comfortable�IRU�\RXU�VSHFL¿F�VLWXDWLRQ��

)RU�PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RU�WR�KDYH�\RXU�VSHFL¿F�TXHVWLRQV�FRQWDFW� 
7UHDVXUHU�3HWH�%XVFHWWR�DW�&&65(&21#JPDLO�FRP
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Special Operations Association Charities and Operations depends on the generosity of our members, their families, 
friends and the Public to help those in need and who are most deserving of our assistance.  The Planned Monthly 
*LYLQJ�3URJUDP�LV�DQ�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�VFKHGXOH�\RXU�GRQDWLRQV�LQ�PRQWKO\�LQFUHPHQWV�WKDW�EHVW�¿W�\RXU�SHUVRQDO�
VLWXDWLRQ�DQG�GRHVQ¶W�FUHDWH�D�¿QDQFLDO�VWUDLQ�RQ�\RXU�RZQ�EXGJHW��7R�SDUWLFLSDWH�MXVW�¿OO�LQ�WKLV�IRUP�DQG�UHWXUQ�LW�LQ�
WKH�HQYHORSH�SURYLGHG��ID[�RU�H�PDLO�LW�WR�WKH�7UHDVXUHU��)D[����������������RU�H�PDLO�FFVUHFRQ#JPDLO�FRP��RU�GURS�LW��
R̆�DW�WKH�5HJLVWUDWLRQ�'HVN�GXULQJ�62$5�;/��

BB��0RQWKO\�&RQWULEXWLRQV�WR�EH�PDGH�E\���
BB��3D\PHQW�E\�&KHFN��3HUVRQDO�RU�&RUSRUDWH���&KHFNV�0DLOHG�WR�62$�7UHDVXUHU������$VKWRQ�2DNV�&LUFOH�/DNHODQG��)/������
,I�E\�$XWRPDWLF�:LWKGUDZDO�RU�&UHGLW�&DUG�SOHDVH�¿OO�LQ�FRPSOHWHO\�
BB��3D\PHQW�E\�&UHGLW�&DUG�������BB��9LVD������BB��0DVWHU�&DUG������BB��$PHULFDQ�([SUHVV�������BB��'LVFRYHU�&DUG���

                                                                              
Monthly donations by credit card can be made on the SOA WEB-SITE: 

www: specialoperations.org. 

'DWH�&UHGLW�&DUG�WR�EH�FKDUJHG�$XWRPDWLF�:LWKGUDZDOV�PDGH�HDFK�PRQWK
��3OHDVH�FKHFN�RQO\�RQH�ER[
__  1st of Billing Month      __  10th of Billing Month       __  15th of Billing Month
BB����WK�RI�%LOOLQJ�0RQWK� � � ���BB����WK�RI�%LOOLQJ�0RQWK� � ����BB����WK�RI�%LOOLQJ�0RQWK
*The bank will charge your credit card or make the automatic withdrawal from your checking/savings
Please use the SOA website for recurring payments.  Contact the SOA Treasurer if you need help setting up recurring payments at 
soatreasurer@specialoperations.org.
BB��3D\PHQW�E\�$XWRPDWLF�:LWKGUDZDOV����<RX�FDQ�VHW�XS�DXWRPDWLF�SD\PHQWV�WR�WKH�62$�SOHDVH�FRQWDFW�WKH�7UHDVXUHU�E\�HPDLO�ZLWK�
contact information so he may call you
,02��,Q�0HPRU\�2I��$VVLJQPHQW��
3OHDVH�FKHFN�WKH�DSSURSULDWH�ER[�WR�LGHQWLI\�ZKLFK�IXQG�\RXU�GRQDWLRQ�LV�WR�EH�DVVLJQHG�DQG��LQ�ZKRVH�QDPH�\RX�ZLVK�WR�
PHPRULDOL]H��3OHDVH�LQFOXGH�WKH�HQWLUH�QDPH�RI�WKH�SHUVRQ�\RX�ZDQW�UHPHPEHUHG���3OHDVH�3ULQW�1HDWO\�

����BB��*HRUJH�&��0RUWRQ�6FKRODUVKLS�)XQG�,02���BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB
����BB��%ULJKWOLJKW�)XQG�,02���BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB
����BB��62$�:DUULRU�)DPLO\�)XQG�,02���BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB
����BB��9LGHR�+LVWRU\�)XQG�,02���BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB
����BB��*HQHUDO�)XQG�,02���BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB
����BB��6SHFLDO�2SHUDWLRQV�$VVRFLDWLRQ�)RXQGDWLRQ���BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB

0RQWKO\�&KDUJH�:LWKGUDZDO�$XWKRUL]DWLRQ�
By signing below, you are authorizing the Special Operations Association to charge your credit card or make automatic withdraws 
IURP�\RXU�FKHFNLQJ�VDYLQJV�DFFRXQW�LQ�WKH�DPRXQW�VSHFL¿HG�RQ�WKH�GHVLJQDWHG�GD\��EHORZ��:LWKGUDZDO�FKDUJHV�ZLOO�FRQWLQXH�
monthly until written notice to stop or suspend charges/withdrawals is submitted to the Treasurer.

0\�DXWKRUL]DWLRQ�WR�FKDUJH�P\�FUHGLW�FDUG�VKDOO�UHPDLQ�LQ�H̆HFW�XQWLO�,�QRWLI\�WKH�62$�7UHDVXUHU�LQ�ZULWLQJ�WKDW�,�ZLVK�WR�HQG�WKLV�
agreement and the SOA has had reasonable time to act on it. 

A record of each payment will be included on my card statement and will serve as my receipt. In the event of an error, I have the 
right to instruct my credit card corporation to reverse any charge. I understand I must do this by written notice within 15 days of the 
GDWH�RI�WKH�FUHGLW�FDUG�VWDWHPHQW��RU�ZLWKLQ����GD\V�DIWHU�WKH�FKDUJH�ZDV�PDGH�

$XWKRUL]LQJ�6LJQDWXUH��BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB

SPECIAL OPERATIONS ASSOCIATION
Planned Monthly Giving Program

Registration Form
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TYPE OF MEMBERSHIP or STATUS FOR WHICH APPLYING��6HH�0HPEHUVKLS�&ULWHULD�

__GENERAL      __ASSOCIATE      __OPERATIONAL ASSOCIATE
NOTE:��,I�\RX�DSSO\�IRU�*HQHUDO�0HPEHUVKLS�EXW�WKH�OLVWHG�TXDOL¿FDWLRQ�GRHV�QRW�PHHW�WKH�FULWHULD�IRU�
*HQHUDO�0HPEHUVKLS��ZLOO�\RX�DFFHSW�$VVRFLDWH�RU�2SHUDWLRQDO�$VVRFLDWH�VWDWXV"��<HV�BBB�1R�BBB

/$67�1$0( ),567�1$0( 0,''/(�1$0(

675((7�$''5(66 &,7< 67$7( =,3��

3+21( (0$,/ 661�RU�6(59,&(�180%(5

EMERGENCY CONTACT INFORMATION:
1$0(���BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB�3+21(���BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB

NOTE:��*HQHUDO�0HPEHUVKLS��$VVRFLDWH�VWDWXV��DQG�2SHUDWLRQDO�$VVRFLDWH�VWDWXV�DOO�UHTXLUH�TXDOL¿FDWLRQ���
Applications will be reviewed by the membership committee.

48$/,),&$7,21�6����$WWDFK�VHSDUDWH�VKHHW�ZLWK�-RE�'XWLHV���%H�VSHFL¿F��
48$/,)<,1*�81,7 '$7(6 '87<�	�026 /2&$7,21

NOTE:  All applicants require either a sponsor who is an SOA General Member in good standing, 
DQG�ZKR�KDV�SHUVRQDO�DQG�¿UVW�KDQG�NQRZOHGJH�RI�WKH�DSSOLFDQW¶V�TXDOL¿FDWLRQ�V���RU�GRFXPHQWDWLRQ�
RI�TXDOL¿FDWLRQ�V����6SRQVRUVKLS�LV�WKH�SULPDU\�DQG�SUHIHUUHG�PHWKRG�IRU�DOO�DSSOLFDQWV���+RZHYHU��D�
VSRQVRU�LV�UHTXLUHG�IRU�DOO�ZLWK�VWDWHG�TXDOL¿FDWLRQ�V��SRVW�������,Q�OLHX�RI�VSRQVRUVKLS��GRFXPHQWDWLRQ�
FRQ¿UPLQJ�TXDOL¿FDWLRQ�V��PD\�EH�FRQVLGHUHG����

SPONSOR
6321625¶6�)8//�1$0( 62$�180%(5

6321625¶6�6,*1$785(��RSWLRQDO��EXW�UHFRPPHQGHG� '$7(

6321625¶6� 67$7(0(17�� � ,� DP� D� *HQHUDO� 0HPEHU� RI� WKH� 62$� LQ� JRRG� VWDQGLQJ�� � ,� KDYH� UHDG� DQG�
XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�62$�PHPEHUVKLS�FULWHULD���,�KHUHE\�VWDWH�WKDW�,�KDYH�SHUVRQDO�DQG�¿UVW�KDQG�NQRZOHGJH�WKDW�
the applicant named heron meets the requirements for membership in the SOA and thereby recommend he 
EH�DFFHSWHG�DV�D��FLUFOH�RQH���*(1(5$/���$662&,$7(��RU��23(5$7,21$/�$662&,$7(

Membership Application



62

SOAR XL AAR - JANUARY 2017

62

SOAR XL AAR - JANUARY 2017

APPLICANT’S OATH
,�ḊUP�WKDW�,�KDYH�UHDG�DQG�XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�62$�0HPEHUVKLS�&ULWHULD�DQG�WKDW�WKH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�
submitted on this membership application form is true, correct, and voluntarily given.  I understand that 
62$�PHPEHUVKLS�RU�VWDWXV�HQWLWOHV�PH�WR�WKH�ULJKWV�DQG�SULYLOHJHV�VSHFL¿HG�LQ�WKH�62$�%\�/DZV���

$33/,&$17¶6�6,*1$785( '$7(

3$<0(17�,1)250$7,21Check or Money Order Enclosed

Check or Money Order Number: _____________________

Annual $35 Life $505 Life $305 (over 70 only - proof required)

MEMBERSHIP FEES
$QQXDO�GXHV�DUH��������86'���/LIH�GXHV�DUH���������86'�IRU�WKRVH�XQGHU����\HDUV�RI�DJH�DQG������IRU�
those 70 and older.  A $5.00 USD application fee is required.  Accordingly, initial annual membership 
total funds due with application are $35.00 USD, and initial life membership total funds due with 
application are either $505.00 or $305.00 USD, as applicable.  Proof of age required for those 70 or over 
DSSO\LQJ�IRU�LQLWLDO�/LIH�PHPEHUVKLS���0$.(�&+(&.�25�021(<�25'(5�3$<$%/(�72�7+(�63(&,$/�
23(5$7,216�$662&,$7,21�RU�62$���'2�127�6(1'�&$6+���7+(5($)7(5��$118$/�'8(6�$5(�
�������86'��3$<$%/(�21�$�&$/(1'$5�<($5�%$6,6�

MAIL COMPLETED APPLICATION, ANY SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION, AND FULL 
INITIAL PAYMENT TO:

Membership Chairman
Felix Peterson 

112 NE Dunlop St Lawton, OK 73507-1441 
580-248-0837

Cell 580-504-2703 
membershipsoa@gmail.com

MAKE CHECKS AND MONEY ORDERS PAYABLE TO THE SPECIAL OPERATIONS 
ASSOCIATION or SOA

INSTRUCTIONS
1. Read Membership Criteria before applying.  All applicants must meet all requirements.
��� Complete all information requested.
3. 3OHDVH�OLVW�\RXU�IXOO�]LS�FRGH��=LS����
��� $WWDFK�DGGLWLRQDO�VKHHWV�DV�UHTXLUHG���<RX�PXVW�GH¿QH�\RXU�-RE�'HVFULSWLRQ�LQ�HQRXJK�GHWDLO�IRU�WKH�

0HPEHUVKLS�&RPPLWWHH�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�\RXU�TXDOL¿FDWLRQV�
5. A sponsor is strongly preferred but is not mandatory.  It facilitates processing of applications.  If no 

VSRQVRU��VẊFLHQW�VXSSRUWLQJ�GRFXPHQWDWLRQ�RI�TXDOL¿FDWLRQ�PXVW�EH�HQFORVHG�ZLWK�DSSOLFDWLRQ�
6. 6SRQVRUVKLS�LV�PDQGDWRU\�IRU�DQ\�DSSOLFDQW�IRU�ZKRP�VẊFLHQW�VXSSRUWLQJ�GRFXPHQWDWLRQ�LV�QRW�

DYDLODEOH��H�J���SUHVHQW�GD\�RU�UHFHQW�RSHUDWLRQV����
7. Full initial payment is required with application.
8. 7KH�62$�DVVXPHV�QR�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�IRU�¿QGLQJ�GRFXPHQWDWLRQ�RU�VSRQVRUVKLS�IRU�DQ\�DSSOLFDQW���

Those responsibilities fall solely to the applicant.
9. 3URYLGH�SURRI�RI�DJH�LI����RU�RYHU�DQG�DSSO\LQJ�IRU�LQLWLDO�/LIH�PHPEHUVKLS�
10. DO NOT SEND CASH.  INITIAL APPLICATION FUNDS ARE NON-REFUNDABLE.
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THE SOA’s MACVSOG MEDAL OF HONOR PRINT
To honor and memorialize MACVSOG’s Medal of Honor recipients and the men of MACVSOG

 Limited Edition of 250 prints 
Creative Work of Robert L. Noe, CCN 69-70 and Artist Frank Allen

&HUWL¿FDWH�RI�$XWKHQWLFLW\�FHUWLI\LQJ�WKDW�eDFK�VLJQDWXUH�RQ�WKH�SULQW�LV�RULJLQDO��

Each print is 20 x 24 inches and contains the names of all of MACVSOG’s Medal of Honor 
(MOH) recipients and the original VLJ�QDWXUHV�RI�WKH�¿YH�VXUYLYLQJ�0ACVSOG MOH recipients. 

Col Robert C. Howard, US Army Special Forces, CCC, Hatchet Force Rescue (Most decorated serviceman in U.S. 
History, sub mitted for the MOH three times in 13 months and appearing on the cover of the Green Beret Magazine 
October 1969). 
NOTE: Colonel Howard passed away on 23 December 2009. 
Col James P. Fleming, US Air Force 20th Special Operation Squadron’s Green Hornet for rescuing RT Chisel, CCS, 
from immi nent annihilation.  
Lt Michael E. Thornton, US Navy SEAL, STOAT, for saving the life of Ll  Thomas Norris an MOH recipient (The only 
time in US History when a recipient is awarded a MOH for saving the life of another MOH recipient).
Lt Thomas R. Norris, US Navy SEAL, STOAT, for the famed 4 day “Bat 21” rescues of two downed pilots. Six months 
later, he sustained a near-fatal head wound in action and was rescued by his fellow Navy SEAL, Michael Thornton.
SGM Jon R. Cavaiani, US Army Special Forces, CCN, for his two day defense of Radio Relay Site Hickory. He was 
captured dur ing the battle and was a Prisoner of War (POW) in North Vietnam for 1 year and 8 months. 
NOTE: SGM Cavaiani passed away 29 July 2014. 

PRINT IMAGES 
Upper Left: Ll George Sisler, FOB 2, Hatchet Force, was Killed in Action (KIA) in Feb 1967 during a bomb damage 
assessment (BOA). He was the ¿UVW�0$&962*�0HGDO�RI�+RQRU�UHcipient DQG�WKH�¿UVW�LQWHlligence RI¿FHr ever to 
receive the MOH. 
Lower Left: Major Larry A. Thorne was lost, Missing in Action (MIA), on MACVSOG’s ¿UVt mission, 18 October 1965. 
A native of Finland, he was a recipient of the Finnish Mannerheim Cross, the equivalent of the US Medal of Honor, 
while serving in the Finn ish Army against Russia during WWII. His remains were recovered in Laos 37 years after 
being declared MIA.  
Right Center: On strings, during a STABO extraction in 1968, are SFC Walter Hawley, SFC Agostino Chiarello, and 
SFC Clifford Roberts. 
Bottom Center: At Kham Due, RVN, a Special Forces “A” camp on the Vietnam-Laotian border and a MACVSOG 
training and launch site, Recon Team Iowa stands in front of a Vietnamese H-34, “King Bee” helicopter prior to the 
launch of MACVSOG’s ¿UVW�PLVVion on October 18, 1965. 
Top Left, SFC Jim “Halo” Smith; 4th from left, top, One-Zero (1-0), Team Leader SGM Charles L. “Slats” Petry, and 
bottom left SFC Steven W. Comerford. Upper Right: The Radio Relay Site ‘Leg Horn” located in Laos. 
Lower Right: A Navy SEAL Recon Team. 
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)RUP�DYDLODEOH�RQ�62$�ZHEVLWH���ZZZ�VSHFLDORSHUDWLRQV�RUJ

SPECIAL OPERATIONS ASSOCIATION’S

MACVSOG MEDAL OF HONOR PRINT
ORDER FORM

1$0(�BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB� 62$�0HPEHU�1XPEHU�BBBBBBBBBBBBBB
1XPEHU�RI�3ULQWV�;���������SHU�SULQW�� � �BBBBBBBBBB
� � � � � �����6+,33,1*��������
� � � � � �����727$/���� �BBBBBBBBBB

3D\PHQW�2SWLRQV�
&KHFN�RU�0RQH\�2UGHU���
�3OHDVH�3ULQW�&KHFN�RU�0RQH\�2UGHU�1XPEHU�
3OHDVH�PDNH�SD\DEOH�WR��³6SHFLDO�2SHUDWLRQV�$VVRFLDWLRQ´�RU�³62$´

&UHGLW�'HELW�&DUG���9,6$BBBB� � 0�&BBBB� � $0(;BBBB� � ',6&BBBB

$&&2817�� � � � � � (;3,5$7,21�

1$0(�$6�35,17('�21�&$5'�

6,*1$785(�

%,//,1*�$''5(66�

&,7<�� � � � 67$7(�� � � =,3�

7(/(3+21(��'$<��� � � � (9(1,1*�

&(//�

6XEPLW�&RPSOHWHG�2UGHU�)RUP�WR�
Robert L. Strange

$WWHQWLRQ���6SHFLDO�2SHUDWLRQV�$VVRFLDWLRQ��62$�40�6DOHV�
1492 Lake James Dr.

Prudenville, MI  48651
bobstrange@qmsales.org

DO NOT WRITE BELOW THIS LINE

127(���$GPLQLVWUDWLYH�8VH�2QO\
'DWH�2UGHU�5HFHLYHG�
'DWH�3D\PHQW�3URFHVVHG�
'DWH�6KLSSHG�
3ULQW���5HTXHVWHG�DQG�RU�$YDLODEOH�

MACVSOG Medal of Honor  
Print Order Form
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IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 
THE SFA AND SOA

)��

��

� � #����%� $��(� �
��$(�#���%�������� ���&%*

The XM177E2, in partnership with SOA & SFA, is the second in  

WKH�752<�0\�6HUYLFH�5LƝH�VHULHV�IROORZLQJ�WKH�*$8���$�$�

Order Yours Now. Visit 0\6HUYLFH5LƟH�FRP

TROY honors the 50th Anniversary of the XM177E2 by taking  

responsibility to meticulously recreate it to exacting 1967 U.S.  

military specifications ensuring the historical accuracy and  

functional reliability of this venerable carbine.

The Troy XM177E2 is a non-NFA semi automatic 
RQO\�ZLWK�WKH�ƜDVK�KLGHU�SHUPDQHQWO\�LQVWDOOHG�
&RPSOLDQW�PRGHOV�DYDLODEOH�

����[��PP�������5HP��1$72������&DUELQH�+DQGJXDUG�ZLWK�6LQJOH�+HDW�6KLHOG� 
$��)URQW�6LJKW��$��'UXP�5HDU����� 2ULJLQDO�86�*RYW��,VVXH�3LVWRO�*ULS   

�����0RGHUDWRU�ZLWK�ƌ*UHQDGH�5LQJƍ������� Teardrop Forward Assist 

��3RVLWLRQ�$OXPLQXP�%XWWVWRFN���������������DQG��������5RXQG�0HWDO�0DJD]LQH
3HULRG�&RUUHFW�6OLQJ�ZLWK�3DUDFRUG�5LJJHU�������'2'�$FFHSWDQFH�6WDPS

7+(�*5((1�%(5(7�6)$������,17(51$7,21$/�&21)(5(1&(�
-81(������/,9(�),5(�$7�7+(�:($3216�),5,1*�(9(17�� 
-81(������21�',63/$<�$7�752<�,1�7+(�(;+,%,7�+$//
(17(5�72�:,1�<285�2:1�;0���(�

&86720 

(1*5$9,1* 

$9$,/$%/(

$1199 
0\6HUYLFH5LƜH�FRP

&21*5$78/$7,216�72�7+(�63(&,$/�23(5$7,216�$662&,$7,21� 
21�7+(,5���7+�$11,9(56$5<�5(81,21��ƌ62$5�;/ƍ
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,I�\RXU�FRQWDFW�LQIRUPDWLRQ�KDV�FKDQJHG��RU�LI�\RX�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�DGG�HPHUJHQF\�RU�QH[W�RI�
kin information to your member record, complete this form and return it to the Membership 
Chairman.  This is important to ensure that you receive SOA information in a timely manner. 
$OO�LQIRUPDWLRQ�LV�FRQ¿GHQWLDO�DQG�ZLOO�QRW�EH�VKDUHG�ZLWKRXW�WKH�PHPEHU¶V�SULRU�FRQVHQW��

0(0%(5�3(5621$/�&217$&7�,1)250$7,21

62$��BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB� 'DWH�RI�FKDQJH�BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB

)LUVW�1DPH�BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB�0,�BBBBB��/DVW�1DPH�BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB�

Address ________________________________________________________________________

&LW\�BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB���6WDWH�BBBBBBBBBBBBBB�� =LS�����BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB

Home phone ______________________  Cell Phone ___________________________________

(PDLO�� BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB

(0(5*(1&<�$1'�25�1(;7�2)�.,1

5HODWLRQVKLS�WR�0HPEHU��ZLIH��6RQ��'DXJKWHU��%URWKHU��HWF��� �BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB

)LUVW�1DPH�BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB�0,�BBBBB��/DVW�1DPH�BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB

Address ________________________________________________________________________

&LW\�BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB��6WDWH�BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB�� =LS�����BBBBBBBBBBBBBBB

Home phone ______________________  Cell Phone ______________________________

(PDLO� �BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB

&RPSOHWH�DQG�UHWXUQ�WR�
   Membership Chairman 
� )HOL[�3HWHUVRQ� 
� ����1(�'XQORS�6W 
� /DZWRQ��2.����������� 
� ������������ 
� &HOO�������������

Contact Information Form
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SPECIAL OPERATIONS ASSOCIATION
Annual Dues Information Form

Annual dues of $30 are payable each year in January and are late after 31 January.  
Dues paid after 31 January are $35.  
To stay on the mail list to receive your PRP’s and AAR’s your dues must be current.
The easiest and most secure way to pay your dues is on our website under the 
membership tab.  
<RX�FDQ�DOVR�SD\�E\�8�6��)LUVW�&ODVV�PDLO�
2QOLQH���ZZZ�VSHFLDORSHUDWLRQV�RUJ���7KH�0HPEHUVKLS�OLQN�LV�RQ�WKH�WRS�ULJKW�RI�WKH�
SOA webpage.   Click to open and click on the green Dues tab on the right and follow the 
prompts to pay your dues.
%\�86�0DLO�±�&RPSOHWH�\RXU�SD\PHQW�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�WKH�IRUP�EHORZ��PDNH�FKHFNV�
SD\DEOH�WR�62$��DQG�PDLO�WR�WKH�0HPEHUVKLS�&KDLUPDQ�
%HIRUH�DSSO\LQJ�IRU�D�/LIH�0HPEHUVKLS��\RX�PXVW�FRQWDFW�WKH�0HPEHUVKLS�&KDLU�WR�
verify your status.
)RU�DQQXDO�PHPEHUV��GXHV�PXVW�EH�FXUUHQW�WR�FKDQJH�VWDWXV�WR�/LIH���
/LIH�GXHV�DUH������IRU�PHPEHUV�XQGHU�WKH�DJH�RI����
$305 for members over the age of 70, with proof of age.
,I�\RXU�GXHV�DUH�PRUH�WKDQ����PRQWKV�LQ�DUUHDUV��\RX�PD\�EH�FKDUJHG�UHLQVWDWHPHQW�
fees as well as late fees.  If you are not sure of your dues status, contact the Membership 
Chair to determine the amount necessary to bring your membership current.
--------------------- Cut along the dotted line and return bottom portion ---------------------

1$0(�BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB� $PRXQW�(QFORVHG��BBBBBBBBBBB

62$��BBBBBBBBBB��(PDLO�$GGUHVV�BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB

Address ______________________________________________________ 

&LW\�BBBBBBBBBBBBBBB�BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB�6WDWHBBBBB�� =LSBBBBBBBBBBB

+RPH�3KRQH���BBBB��BBBBBBBBBBBBBBB��&HOO���BBBB�BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB

��&KHFN�WKLV�ER[�LI�\RXU�FRQWDFW�LQIRUPDWLRQ�KDV�FKDQJHG

0DLO�WR��� 0HPEHUVKLS�&KDLUPDQ 
� )HOL[�3HWHUVRQ� 
� ����1(�'XQORS�6W 
� /DZWRQ��2.����������� 
� ������������ 
� &HOO�������������



68

SOAR XL AAR - JANUARY 2017



69

SPECIAL OPERATIONS ASSOCIATION

69

SPECIAL OPERATIONS ASSOCIATION

All 2X add $2.00
� ,WHP� 3ULFH� �� 7RWDO

Ring, SOA 10ct gold w/ design options $1650.00 ___   ________

Ring, SOA Sterling Silver, w/design options    $500.00 ____   _______

Rings are Special Order through Quartermaster

MACVSOG Commemorative MOH print (includes shipping and insurance) $165.00 ___   ________

%RRN��³:KHQ�7HUURU�&RPHV�7R�0DLQ�6WUHHW´�E\�-RH�5XI¿QL� �������BBB���BBBBBBBB

7LH��2I¿FLDO�62$�����������������������³BBBB�����´BBBB� �������BBB���BBBBBBBB

Vest, Fleece, Nylon Reversible, Black W/SOA logo    S__M__L__XL__2X__ $55.00 ___   ________ 

Jacket, Polyester shell, mesh upper back, and nylon lower back, front 
and back vents W/SOA log Embroidered                     S__M__L__XL__2X__ $60.00 ___   ________

Denim Shirt, Long sleeve, W/ SOA logo Embroidered S__M__L__XL__2X__ $36.00 ___   ________

Denim Shirt, Short sleeve, W/SOA logo Embroidered S__M__L__XL__2X__ $33.00 ___   ________ 

3ROR�6KLUW��'U\�¿W�:�62$�ORJR�(PEURLGHUHG����ZKLWHBBBEODFNBBB�JUHHQBBB��� 
                                               S__M__L__XL__2X__ $35.00 ___   ________

Sweatshirt, black W/SOA logo Embroidered               S__M__L__XL__2X__ $25.00 ___   ________

T-shirt, Black W/ SOA Red Shield logo on back          S__M__L__XL__2X__ $14.00 ___   ________

T-shirt, Black W/SOA Red Shield left chest                 S__M__L__XL__2X__ $14.00 ___   ________

T-shirt, Black W/SOA Red Shield left chest W/pocket S__M__L__XL__2X__ $16.00 ___   ________

Baseball Hat suede W/SOA logo Embroidered    Black___ Khaki___ Camo___ $16.00 ___   ________

Field Hat W/SOA Embriodered                            Black____ Khaki____ $16.00 ___   ________

38&�&HUWL¿FDWH�6HW� �������BBB���BBBBBBBB

Belt Buckle Brass New addition raised skull $35.00 ___   ________

SPECIAL OPERATIONS ASSOCIATION 

Quartermaster Sales
Internet Sales - www.specialoperations.org

Quartermaster:  Bob Strange   (989-202-2732)  
EMAIL: bobstrange@QMSales.org
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)RUP�DYDLODEOH�RQ�62$�ZHEVLWH���ZZZ�VSHFLDORSHUDWLRQV�RUJ
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��������
������E������$,#'

Item Price        #        Total

�����������[�BBBB� ���BBBBBBBB

�����������[�BBBB� ���BBBBBBBB

�����������[�BBBB� ���BBBBBBBB

�����������[�BBBB� ���BBBBBBBB

�����������[�BBBB� ���BBBBBBBB

������������[�BBBB� ���BBBBBBBB

������������[�BBBB� ���BBBBBBBB

������������[�BBBB� ���BBBBBBBB

������������[�BBBB� ���BBBBBBBB

������������[�BBBB� ���BBBBBBBB

������������[�BBBB� ���BBBBBBBB

������������[�BBBB� ���BBBBBBBB

������������[�BBBB� ���BBBBBBBB

������������[�BBBB� ���BBBBBBBB

������������[�BBBB� ���BBBBBBBB

������������[�BBBB� ���BBBBBBBB

�����������[�BBBB� ���BBBBBBBB

Coin, SOA 2008 edition, bronze and enamel

0$&962*���WK�$QQLYHUVDU\�PRQH\�FOLS�DQG�ZDOOHW

&RLQ��0$&962*���WK�$QQLYHUVDU\

&RLQ��0$&962*�38&�&RPPHPRUDWLYH�HGLWLRQ

Coin, SOA 2012 edition

Patch, Blazer, Bullion, SOA Crest

Patch, Blazer, Felt background, SOA Crest, sew on

Patch, Prairie Fire gold embroidered on black background

Patch, Square, SOA logo embroidered on black background

3DWFK��62$�5HG�6KLHOG�ORJR�HPEURLGHUHG���´�WDOO

3DWFK��62$�5HG�6KLHOG�ORJR�HPEURLGHUHG���´�WDOO

/LIH�0HPEHU�3LQ��62$��URXQG
*ROGBB�3HZWHUBB

Hat Pin, SOA Red Shield, 1 1/2 inches

7LH��/DSHO�3LQ��62$�5HG�6KLHOG

'HFDO��62$�5HG�6KLHOG�ORJR��RXWVLGH�������[�������LQFKHV

'HFDO��62$�5HG�6KLHOG�ORJR��RXWVLGH���[�������LQFKHV�

/LFHQVH�3ODWH��EODFN�Z�62$�ORJR

6KLSSLQJ�ÀDW�UDWH��8636���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������68%727$/���BBBBBBBBBBBBBB

60���������0'�����������/*���������� � � � � �������6+,33,1*�����BBBBBBBBBBBBBB

� � � � � � � � � �������+$1'/,1*����BBBBBBB�����BB

� � � � � � � � � �������727$/������������BBBBBBBBBBBBBB

25'(5�,16758&7,216���

1DPHBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB�62$�BBBBBBBBBBBBB'$7(BBBBBBBBBBBBBBB�

$''5(66BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB&,7<BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB�67�BBBBB�=&BBBBBBBB

3$<0(17��&KHFN�0RQH\�2UGHUV�&UHGLW�&DUG��86�FXUUHQF\�RQO\��SD\DEOH�WR��4XDUWHUPDVWHU�62$

&$5'�,1)2���0DVWHUFDUG�BBB�9LVDBBB��$0(;BBBBB��FKHFN�RQH���&&�BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB�

([S��'DWHBBBBBBBB����GLJLW�FRGH�RQ�EDFNBBBBBBBBBB�

0DLO�WR���4XDUWHUPDVWHU�62$�������/DNH�-DPHV�'U���3UXGHQYLOOH��0,�������

� ,WHP� 3ULFH� �� 7RWDO

Coin SOA 2008 edition bronze and enamel $12.00 ___   ________

Coin MACVSOG PUC Commemorative edition $12.00 ___   ________

Coin 50th Anniversary MACVSOG     1964 -2014 $12.00 ___   ________

Patch Blazer- Bullion, SOA Crest $25.00 ___   ________

Patch, Prairie Fire gold embroidered on black background $5.00 ___   ________

Patch square SOA logo embroidered on black background $5.00 ___   ________

Patch SOA Red Shield logo embroidered 4” tall $10.00 ___   ________

Life Member Pin SOA round            Gold______ Pewter_____ $5.00 ___   ________

Hat Pin SOA Red Shield 1 ½  inches $6.00 ___   ________

Tie, Lapel Pin, SOA Red Shield $5.00 ___   ________

Decal SOA Red Shield logo, outside 2 ¼ X 3 ¼ inches $4.00 ___   ________

Decal SOA Red Shield logo, outside 3 x 4 ½ inches $5.00 ___   ________
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During the Vietnam War there was a special breed of warrior, whose assignments
were among the most dangerous. Their efforts served all the fighting men in Vietnam.
They performed strategic reconnaissance. It meant high-risk duty running recon deep in enemy
territory, collecting intelligence, extracting downed pilots, raiding suspected POW camps, spiking
enemy supply caches and striking at the enemy from within.

We know them as U.S. Army Special Forces, SEALs, Air Commandos, Force Recon, and
SAS. Beyond these honored titles, and a handful of others, participants in Special Operations defy
easy description. Today America Remembers is proud to honor all of these heroic warriors who
served in Southeast Asia with the Special Operations Association Vietnam Tribute Pistol – a
handsome Tribute issued on a legendary military sidearm, the Browning Hi-Power pistol.

From launch sites inside Vietnam, such as Kham Duc, Phu Bai, and others, members of the
Studies and Observations Group (SOG) served covertly behind enemy lines, often in very dangerous
situations and in difficult terrain. The young American warriors left behind the comforts of home
for an uncertain fate on a far-off treacherous battlefield, putting their lives on the line in support of
freedom and liberty, and serving with valor and distinction.

A Trusted Military Sidearm – A Fitting Tribute
In Vietnam, the Browning 9mm Hi-Power was a favorite combat sidearm for SOG warriors

who operated secretly behind enemy lines. It featured a large magazine capacity, and was rugged,
reliable and effective. In fact, the Browning Hi-Power was so respected, this classic military firearm
was used for special presentations to recognize outstanding accomplishments. Designated the
“Reconnaissance Team Leader Special Recognition Award,” and called the “Silver Pistol,” this
unique presentation was awarded to a very limited number of individuals during the Vietnam War.

The Special Operations Association Vietnam Tribute from America Remembers features
dramatic and powerful artwork honoring those who served in Southeast Asia.

The Tribute is authorized by the Special Operations Association, a fraternal organization of
American and foreign participants of special military operations in a combat theater, primarily in
Southeast Asia. For this Tribute, each working pistol is decorated with 24-karat gold and nickel artwork
by craftsmen specifically commissioned by America Remembers, and it is available nowhere else.

America Remembers®

10226 Timber Ridge Drive ★ Ashland, Virginia 23005
Visit our website at: www.americaremembers.com

To place your reservation toll-free call
1-800-682-2291

Name

Address

City/State/Zip

Telephone ( )

The right side features banners inscribed Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia, a SOG member
outfitted with detonation equipment for a quick demolition ambush, carrying his CAR-15,
and a cross-border operations team returning from a successful mission. Both sides of the
slide feature three lightning bolts representing the three methods of infiltration – land, sea,
and air.

Top of slide features the SOA logo, a banner reading “Special Operations
Association Tribute,” and a Huey picking up a recon team from behind enemy lines.

Free Display Case is included with each order
for this Tribute. To proudly exhibit and display
your Tribute, each pistol will be shipped with a
handsome, luxuriously lined display case, with
an engraved brass identification plaque.

I wish to reserve ___ of the “Special Operations Association Vietnam
Tribute Pistol” at the current issue price of $2,295.* My deposit of
$195 per pistol is enclosed. I wish to pay the balance at the rate of
$100 per month, no interest or carrying charges. Certificate of
Authenticity included. Thirty-day return privilege.

■ Check enclosed for $ .     

■ Charge payment of $ to:  

■ Visa   ■ MasterCard   ■ AMEX   ■ Discover   

No. Exp. 

The left side features 
a banner reading
“Special Operations
Association,” 
the SOA logo, a recon
team with several 
members disguised as
NVA (Note pith helmets),
a special forces member
with his suppressed M3 submachine gun, and a Montagnard returning
from a mission. The Montagnard soldiers were trusted partners who played 
a pivotal role in numerous recon missions. 

▲

Model: Browning Hi-Power  •  Caliber: 9mm Luger  •  Edition Limit: 250

* All orders are subject to acceptance and credit verification
prior to shipment. Shipping and handling will be added to
each order. Virginia residents please add sales tax.

© AHL, Inc.

A Limited Edition
of 250

Only 250 of the SOA
Vietnam Tribute Pistols will
ever be produced. Reservations
will be accepted in the order
they are received.  We will
arrange delivery of your Tribute
through a licensed dealer of your
choice.  If for any reason you are
less than satisfied, you may return
your Tribute in unfired condition
within 30 days for a full refund.

This Tribute honoring those who served in Southeast Asia is a truly
inspiring tribute to America’s Special Operations warriors, those who
fought, those who fell, and those still listed as missing in action. It is certain
to be a treasured heirloom for those who served in Southeast Asia, and for
all those Americans who want to remember the brave warriors who proudly
served our country.

America Remembers Honors Those Who Served In Southeast Asia

The Special Operations Association Vietnam Tribute Pistol
A Handsomely Decorated Browning Hi-Power Pistol

Elegant grips 
are laser-carved
with the Special

Operations
Association

logo.



The Orleans is proud to present

 

Thank you for your service

CALL 1-800-ORLEANS (675-3267) AND BOOK YOUR ROOM UNDER SPECIAL OPERATIONS

SM

Tropicana & Arville   ı  OrleansCasino.com
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